
WEST FELTON PARISH COUNCIL 
(WFPC)




Chairman David Curtis
MEETING 144
Tues 8th APRIL 2014
MINUTES 144
F.
OPEN FORUM   Plus a tacit adjournment for dialogue with Agent Mandy Stoker during Item 4.2 below ↓ 
F.1
West Felton Annual PARISH Meeting 2014 (APM'14) was held in this extended two hour public session. 

1.
ATTENDANCE at WFPC Routine Meeting 144 starting 9.45 pm in West Felton Methodist Church Hall: 
1.1
Present  Parish Cllrs:  Chair David Curtis,  Vice Chair Chris Jones,  Carole Coles,  Roger Hampson,  Kay Kynaston,  Steve Haworth,  Marian Hesketh,  Rob Meacham,  Andrew Stones.  Plus Ian Hutchinson Clerk.  Plus Mandy Stoker e4environment Agent for 4.2 Applicant Jon Evans.  Plus Rory Galliers Balfours Agent. 
1.2
Apologies from  Cllr Ed Nicholas and Cllr Dianne Barnes were received and duly ACCEPTED.  NOTED 
2.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST   Meeting 144 held on Tues 8 Apr 2014  

2.1
Cllr Andrew Stones declared an obvious interest in item 4.3a below ↓ and so he left the room for that item. 
2.2
Cllr Chris Jones declared a non-pecuniary interest in 4.1 below ↓ because his back garden borders one site. 

2.3
Cllr Carole Coles declared a non-pecuniary interest in 4.1 below ↓ and she took no further part in that item. 

3.
PREVIOUS MEETING 143   held on Tue 11 Mar'14   previous minutes and ongoing items as follows: 

3.1
Minutes 143   The Chair signed the minutes of the last meeting as a true and accurate record.  All AGREED 
3.2
Any Urgent Items  arising from the Annual Parish Meeting 2014  held just before this Meeting 144: 
     a.
Next Year's Annual Parish Meeting 2015   The Clerk and Councillors strongly felt that the next APM must be held on a separate night so that a purely social parish gathering could be held at the end of it.   AGREED 
     b.
The Clerk will pursue various other APM matters and place some on the next Agenda 145.  All AGREED 
3.3
Any Other Ongoing Items  for which Councillors seek reports/information:  NONE were raised.  NOTED 
4.
PLANNING MATTERS    for planning history of previous applications see Plans-1   NOTED 
4.1
The Four New Housing Schemes = 35+25+32+4 new houses:  progress reports and any further action: 

     a.
The Clerk tabled the letter dated 31 Mar'14 from Andy Evans SC Head of Economic Growth+Prosperity received in response to WFPC's complaint to SC Leader Keith Barrow that the decision of the SC North Planning Committee to grant 35 New Houses by Tedsmore Road led to injustice and maladministration. 

     b.
The Clerk had already emailed a copy of Andy's letter to all WFPC members but Andy's conclusion that there had been no injustice or maladministration in this case does not satisfy WFPC and so the Clerk was instructed to make an appeal to SC Complaints Monitoring Officer and ask for the case to be taken to the second and final stage of SC's Corporate Complaints procedure by 20.04.14.  AGREED by majority vote. 
     c.
WFPC's concerns now focus on the fact that senior SC Planning Officers have stated their own concerns that the planning system in Shropshire is in total disarray and no longer fit for purpose because it is now creating cumulative overdevelopment and social injustice for Shropshire villages including West Felton. 
     d.
Minister of State Eric Pickles is still consider whether or not to "call-in" this case for his own decision and WFPC is encouraged by his Maesbury Letter of 28 Mar 2014 to MP Owen Paterson in which Eric states: "So it is not the case that all or every development should be approved just because the local planning authority cannot evidence a five year supply."   WFPC believes this has a crucial bearing on SC's decision in this case. 
     e.
So the Clerk will prepare a draft appeal which he will email to all WFPC members for their comments and input and then in consultation with the Chairman the Clerk will send our finalised appeal to SC.  AGREED 
4.2
Waste Crushing Unit  Rednal Industrial Estate  14/00647/FUL   progress reports and WFPC comment: 


It was regretted that the promised site meeting with SC Officers to address concerns about the approach roads to the site especially at Queens Head had not yet taken place but the Clerk will ask for one anyway. 


WFPC OBJECTS to this plan for the following reasons many of which have been raised by parishioners: 

     a.
Concerns about the distress to local residents caused by the noise and vibrations from skip lorries and other large lorries bringing materials in and out of the site particularly on the roadside dwellings at Queens Head. 
     b.
Concerns about the damage caused to the road along the route to the site and the road safety issues of yet more large lorries being added to those vehicles which already travel along this notoriously difficult route. 

     c.
Concerns about any toxic waste arriving at the site and how it could be safely disposed of if it is ever found. 

     d.
Concerns about extra dust on the site and its effects on the nearby public road and other businesses on site particularly for the other workers on site and the children who use the various existing leisure services there. 

     e.
Concerns that the operating hours of 7am to 6pm Monday to Saturday are antisocial hours for the residents along the route and they would create conflict with existing activities:  e.g:  the Paddle Club on Saturdays. 
     f.
Even if Shropshire Council grants this application despite these numerous local concerns then WFPC would urge SC to place a CONDITION that movements of lorries and skips to and from the site must be limited to the more social hours of 9.00am to 5.00pm on Mondays to Fridays with no weekend lorries whatsoever but WFPC accepts that the plant workers will obviously be using cars to travel to and from work at other times. 
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PLANNING MATTERS  continued 
4.3
LATE Planning Applications  received at the Parish Office after the distribution of this agenda: 

     a.
6 Dovaston Court 14/01311/TPO Andrew Stones  fell sycamore damaged in storm: Andrew left the room for this item. The Clerk stated that he had spoken with SC Tree Officer Stephen Shields who supports this essential safety measure and so WFPC also fully SUPPORTS this application.   AGREED unanimously 
Note:
After this vote was taken Cllr Andrew Stones was then invited back into the room to re-join the meeting. 

5.
PARISH MATTERS 

5.1
Replacement of Light No. 4  The Willows Bungalows:  £1065 plus £316.78 connection = £1381.78+VAT The cost of this new light was more than expected but it was decided to go ahead with the scheme anyway. Clerk to contact Andy Vaughan to arrange details.   AGREED by majority vote with just the Chair against. 
5.2
Any Other Parish Matters  that cannot be deferred until our next meeting:  NONE were raised.  NOTED 
6.
ADMINISTRATION 

6.1
Finance  Cashbook-14 line 55 and Bank Statement 238 at 31 Mar'14 = £11,557.00   VERIFIED by members 

6.2
Finance and Budget Report  for Yearend-14  for the full financial Year-14 from 1 Apr'13 to 31 Mar'14.  

     a.
Our reserve of £20,000 plus Yearend-14 balance of £11,557 gives a total carried forward of £31,557.00 but the Clerk's Budget Monitoring Report Finance-14 of Tues 8 Apr 2014 explains that there are still several unpaid items arising from last Year-14 that are NOT outstanding invoices but even so they will all have to be paid sometime. The Clerk highlighted our streetlight power bills ~ unpaid since 31 Oct 2012.   NOTED 
     b.
The Clerk tabled his draft Budget-15 Version 2 which now shows the adjusted Precept-15 of £19,219 made up of £18,000 precept as requested by WFPC plus £1219 Council Tax Support Grant which SC added to our request inadvertently due to a widespread misunderstanding regarding a change in the regulations.  NOTED 
     c.
The Clerk reported a verbal Quote of £125 for WFPC's Internal Audit-15 from our usual Internal Auditor Bernie Townson that was ACCEPTED unanimously so the Clerk will take our papers to Bernie tomorrow. 

7.
ACCOUNTS   Meeting 144   Date: Tues 8 Apr 2014   Reserve Account: £20,000.00    DEFERRED TO 145 

8.
EXTERNAL ITEMS  including routine mail and any other general information from outside the parish. 

8.1
SC SAMDev Pre-submission Draft Final Plan  Consultation up to 28 Apr'14:  Any WFPC comments: 

The Clerk advised sending SC a WFPC comment of NO OBJECTIONS to the plan but urging SC to now complete the SAMDev urgently in order to reinstate the normal democratic planning process.   AGREED 

8.2
Any Points of Interest  arising from external emails which the Clerk has already forwarded to members:  

NONE were raised from these items of routine mail which have no direct reference to West Felton Parish. 
9.
EXTRA INFORMATION  may be discussed at the Chairman's discretion and NOTED but not resolved. 

9.1
Any Late Correspondence plus any other late items of information from the Clerk: NONE was received. 
9.2
Any Other Parish Reports  plus comments and queries from Councillors going in turn around the room: 
     a.
Cllr Kay Kynaston asked if we could remind P&W about litter picking on the playing field and emptying the field litter bin which P&W had agreed to include in our annual contract: the Clerk will follow this up. 
     b.
School Governor Cllr Roger Hampson reported that the West Felton Primary School continues to do well. Some new windows have been installed and the school has changed its meals provider from SC to Brookes. 
     c.
Cllr Carole Coles reported two men constantly speeding towards the school: the Clerk advised that we can only keep a watching brief on them and seek a full registration number to report to the police.  ONGOING

     d.
Cllr Steve Haworth asked about site meetings with SC Traffic Officers re: traffic calming measures on the Holyhead Road plus spending the £10,000 monies held by SC for improvements to the road foundations at the Holyhead Road-Straight Mile Junction: see #14 on our West Felton Place Plan.   DEFERRED to 145 
10.
NEXT MEETING 145   to be held on Tuesday 13 May 2014 at 7.30pm in the Methodist Church Hall  


MEETING 144  CLOSED    10.45 pm   Duration:  1hour.  



CHAIRMAN'S SIGNATURE:  _______________________________________________________



Chairman's Signature   Dated: 13 May 2014 

Ian Hutchinson  West Felton Parish Clerk  Tel: 01743 850504   iahutchinson@btinternet.com 
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