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MINUTES 148
F.
OPEN FORUM 

F.1
Amended Plan  for 25 New Houses at The Cross: two local residents who would be badly affected by the proposed new footway along Holyhead Road and down to The Avenue and a narrowing of the carriageway along this stretch strongly OBJECTED to this totally impractical idea which they felt could also be very dangerous.   NOTED 
F.2
SC Cllr Steve Charmley reported on:  SAMDev progress:  the 5 year land supply is now in place but the SAMDev is still not fully implemented; and SC austerity measures are painful but they seem to be on track.  Steve also undertook to see that SC deals with the two VERY LATE planning items below in a fair and feasible manner:  see 4.1 and 4.2  ↓ 
1.
ATTENDANCE   at WFPC Routine Meeting 148 held at 7.30pm in West Felton Methodist Church Hall: 
1.1
Present  Parish Cllrs:  Chair David Curtis,  Vice Chair Chris Jones,  Carole Coles,  Roger Hampson,  Kay Kynaston,  Steve Haworth,  Marian Hesketh,  Dianne Barnes,  Andrew Stones.   NOTED 

Plus SC Cllr Steve Charmley.  Plus Ian Hutchinson Parish Clerk.  Plus 2 residents.   NOTED 
1.2
Apologies from    Rob Meacham and Ed Nicholas were received and ACCEPTED 
2.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  at Meeting 148 held on Tues 12 Aug'14 were NOTED as follows: 
2.1
Cllr Chris Jones declared a non-pecuniary interest in 4.2 below because his back garden borders the site.  NOTED 
2.2
Cllr Kay Kynaston declared pecuniary interest in 5.2 below and so she took no part in the setting of a fee.  NOTED 
3.
PREVIOUS MEETING 147   held on Tue 8 Jul'14   previous minutes and ongoing items as follows: 

3.1
Minutes 147  The Chair signed the  minutes of the last meeting as a true and accurate record: All AGREED 
3.2
Any Ongoing Items  for which Councillors seek progress reports or other historical information: 
     a.
West Felton Heartstart Project   Cllr Haworth asked if we could email Project Leader Sam Edwards for 


a progress report and to tell her that the Carnival Committee might donate some funds.  ONGOING to 149 

4.
PLANNING MATTERS   Clerk to email WFPC comments to SC Planner Karen Townend tomorrow. 
4.1
VERY LATE 14/00743/OUT  32 new houses Twyford Lane        Amended plan reduced to just 12 houses 

and an s106 agreement of £10,000  to improve/widen the Holyhead Road footway plus £20,000 for Education. 

Having studied the plans WFPC still strongly OBJECTS to this amended plan for the following reasons: 

     a.
 Although the density of housing is now more sensible this application still represents 12 houses more than WFPC's SAMDev target of ZERO new houses in this village  -  which 89% of respondents to the updated West Felton Parish Plan state they wish to remain as Open Countryside with ZERO new market housing.  

     b.
The three new large housing estates in the village are: 35 at Tedsmore, 25 at The Cross and 12 on Twyford Lane 

so this total of 72 houses would create a significant adverse cumulative effect or "Housing Shock". 
     c.
This development would represent an undesirable extension of the village beyond the village boundary. 
     d.
Any reduction in the width of Holyhead Road or any introduction of other traffic calming measures on this road such as a chicane with lights or signs showing priority right of way would create problems at the best of times and chaos during the several times each year when traffic is diverted off the A5 through the village. 
     e.
WFPC fully agrees with SC's four reasons for REFUSAL namely:  Visual harm to the character of a rural village by extending the built up area beyond its existing boundaries; Loss of Agricultural land; Harm to pedestrian safety; Cumulatively, with the 35 houses already granted off Tedsmore Road it would result in a significant increase in the number of dwellings with consent outside of a plan-led process with a detrimental effect on community cohesion.  

     f.
The amended plan only tries to address the harm to pedestrian safety and with a deeply flawed plan at that. 

     g.
Cllr Steve Charmley has agreed to see that if SC Officers seek to grant this plan it must go to committee.  AGREED 
4.2
VERY LATE 14/00133/OUT  25 new houses at The Cross  Amended plan still with 25 houses but with an agreement to provide a new footway along Holyhead Road to The Avenue:  WFPC has not yet had time to see the amended plans but WFPC still strongly OBJECTS to this amended plan for the following reasons: 

     a.
This application which WFPC has repeatedly objected to for many reasons represents 25 houses more than WFPC's SAMDev target of ZERO new houses in this village  -  which 89% of respondents to the updated West Felton Parish Plan state they wish to remain as Open Countryside with ZERO new market housing.  

     b.
The three new large housing estates in the village are: 35 at Tedsmore, 25 at The Cross and 12 on Twyford Lane 

so this total of 72 houses would create a significant adverse cumulative effect or "Housing Shock". 

     c.
This development would represent an undesirable extension of the village beyond the village boundary. 

     d.
Any reduction in the width of Holyhead Road or any introduction of other traffic calming measures on this road such as a chicane with lights or signs showing priority right of way would create problems at the best of times and chaos during the several times each year when traffic is diverted off the A5 through the village. 

     e.
WFPC fully agrees with SC's four reasons for REFUSAL namely:  Visual harm to the character of a rural village by extending the built up area beyond its existing boundaries; Loss of Agricultural land; Harm to pedestrian safety; Cumulatively, with the 35 houses already granted off Tedsmore Road it would result in a significant increase in the number of dwellings with consent outside of a plan-led process with a detrimental effect on community cohesion.  

     f.
The amended plan only tries to address the harm to pedestrian safety and with a deeply flawed dangerous plan at that. 

     g.
Cllr Steve Charmley has agreed to see that if SC Officers seek to grant this plan it must go to committee.  AGREED 
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5.
PARISH MATTERS 

5.1
Traffic speeding through the village   a) extension of 30mph zone.  b) continue VAS project.  c) mobile camera van. 
     a.
Official Notice to extend 30mph zone by 60m at Southern end of the village: The Clerk will email SC Traffic to fully SUPPORT this order and ask that one existing 30mph pole should be left in place for a new mains operated VAS sign; and that proper gateway signs and roundels marked on the road must be included in the new signage.  All AGREED 
     b.
New VAS Signs  For the reasons explained above the Southern VAS would probably be a £1900 TWM 300mm single sided VAS on the old 30mph pole on the left coming in because this pole already has mains power.    All AGREED 


However consensus has not yet been reached on the best location for the Northern VAS:   Andrew Stones suggested a compromise of a mains VAS sited about 10m from Dovaston Court exit towards the village. The Clerk will liaise with Andrew and other Parish Councillors to seek further information to enable the project to go forward.   All AGREED 

The information received from SC so far does not permit accurate costings and SC has not yet agreed to joint funding so it was agreed that no firm order can be made at present until costings and funding are finalised.  ONGOING to 149
     c.
Traffic Camera Van   In response to a request from a villager WFPC will ask the police to deploy a mobile camera van in the village for a few months to reduce traffic speeds.  Clerk to arrange and reply to the villager.   All AGREED 
5.2
Memorial Wall  in the West Felton Burial Ground:  finalise the location and consider any rough estimates so far: 
     a.
The Clerk tabled his notes from Site Meeting on Tues 22 July'14 with the ideas of using the existing boundary wall behind the planted area to the right of the gate as you come into the car park with a £25 plaque stating MEMORIAL WALL highlighted by a new pathway leading off from the car park made up of garden stepping stones.  NOTED 
     b.
However in view of the skid risk posed by leaves on the stones Chris Jones suggested a gravel path instead and it was AGREED this would be a much better and safer option.  The Clerk will seek quotes for the work.  ONGOING to 149 

     c.
The new Memorial Wall was APPROVED in principle with a Plaque Registration Fee of £20 for an A4 sized plaque to be installed by the applicants but in a position and with wording as approved by a WFPC meeting.  All AGREED 
     d.
The Chair read out P&W quotes for other burial ground work:  render over the brick area of the wall, empty the soil store rubble and refill it with topsoil and paint the soil store girders, do the levelling of any sunken graves.  NOTED 
     e.
However in view of the rather high total cost it was felt that other quotes would be useful so the Clerk will now try to seek other local quotes including one from Landscape Gardener Nathan Williams at Weirbrook.   ONGOING to 149 

5.3
Renewal of Streetlight 4   16 Willows Crescent: a firm order has been made to our engineer Andy Vaughan but we are waiting for SP to authorise the connection of the new column to the power cable at that point.   ONGOING to 149 
5.4
Kay's Kynaston's Hanging Baskets  a) watering this year and next.  b) some more baskets   c) plants next year  
     a.
It was AGREED that P&W would finish the watering to the end of the season but volunteers for at least some of the watering would be sought for next season to try to reduce the ongoing basket maintenance costs.   All AGREED   
     b.
It was AGREED in principle that the Clerk would liaise with Cllr Dianne Barnes to arrange with SC Officer Jason Hughes where some more baskets might be permitted to be located in the middle of the village.   ONGOING to 149
     c.
It was AGREED in principle that before any replanting next year the Clerk would liaise with Kay Kynaston and Dianne Barnes to seek local quotes from Barncroft and elsewhere sometime in early Spring 2015.    All AGREED 
     d.
The Clerk will ask Eileen Hanmer about storage of the baskets over Winter with all the carnival stuff.   ONGOING
5.5
West Felton Parish Charities  The Chair will try to transfer all the existing funds into a new WFPC Escrow A/c to act purely as a conduit or holding account with a view to seeking ideas from Annual Parish Meeting 2015.  All AGREED 
6.
ADMINISTRATION 

6.1
Finance  Cashbook-15 line 21   Bank Statement 242 at 23 Jul'14 = £22,333.20  Verified by members:  All AGREED  

6.2
Play Area Checks 2014   Consider John Hick's LOW RISK Safety Report:   NO FURTHER ACTION at this time. 
7.
ACCOUNTS   Meeting 148   Date: 12 Aug'14      Reserve Account: add £20,000.00
Year-15 


The following accounts were duly PAID at this meeting:  All AGREED 
	Min
	Chq
	DATED
	Minute
	PAYEE/PAYER                 ITEM DESCRIPTION
	CATEGORY
	£ CREDITS
	£ DEBITS
	BALANCE

	7.1
	321
	12.08.14
	148-7.1
	Ian Hutchinson refund John Hicks Safety Check-15
	PLAY-15a
	0
	125.28
	22207.92

	7.2
	322
	12.08.14
	148-7.2
	Shropshire Council   Election Fee from May 2013
	FEES-14b
	0
	100.00
	22107.92


8.
EXTERNAL ITEMS  including routine mail and any other general information from outside the parish. 

8.1
ICO Decision Notice   No. FS50528869   The decision that this request was vexatious is posted on:    www.ico.org.uk  
8.2
SC Community Tree Scheme  Free trees from Mon 4 Aug'14:  provided on a "first come first served" basis:  NOTED 
9.
EXTRA INFORMATION  may be discussed at the Chairman's discretion and NOTED but not resolved. 

9.1
Any Late Correspondence   not on this agenda:  plus any other late items of information from the Clerk:  NONE 

9.2
Any Other Parish Reports  plus comments and queries from Councillors going in turn around the room: 
     a.
Carole Coles reported on concerns from a Wigmarsh man about the Wigmarsh turbine but this is in Ruyton Parish. 

     b.
ABP Rep Roger Hampson reported on work under the Straight Mile bridge to start Oct 2014 and other road works. 
     c.
Parish Plan Chairman Steve Haworth reported on Parish Plan progress and intended distribution of the finalised Plan. 
10.
NEXT MEETING 149   to be held on Tuesday 9 September 2014 at 7.30pm in the Methodist Church Hall  


MEETING 148  CLOSED    10.18 pm    Duration:  2 hours 48 minutes 



CHAIRMAN'S SIGNATURE:  _______________________________________________________




Chairman's Signature   Dated: 9 Sep'14 
Ian Hutchinson  West Felton Parish Clerk  Tel: 01743 850504   iahutchinson@btinternet.com 
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