X142
WEST FELTON PARISH COUNCIL 
(WFPC)




Chairman David Curtis
Extraordinary Meeting X142
    Thurs 20th FEBRUARY 2014
MINUTES X142
F.1
A FORMAL PUBLIC CONSULTATION  for representations from West Felton parishioners about an application from Galliers for 25 New Houses on land off the Holyhead Road opposite Dovaston Court. 

     a.
A parishioner expressed his disappointment that SC had GRANTED permission for the 35 New Houses by Tedsmore Road and he directly challenged Rory Galliers who was present at this Meeting X142 to provide the names of "the many parishioners" who Rory had claimed were all in favour of the 35 houses.  NOTED 
     b.
Rory Galliers who was present only in his capacity as a West Felton Parishioner offered no reply.  NOTED 

1.
ATTENDANCE  at Extraordinary Meeting X142 held at 7.30pm in West Felton Methodist Church Hall: 

1.1
Present  Parish Cllrs: Chairman David Curtis, Vice Chair Chris Jones,  Steve Haworth,  Marian Hesketh, Dianne Barnes.  Plus Ian Hutchinson Parish Clerk.  Plus 4 West Felton residents including Rory Galliers. 
1.2
Apologies Ed Nicholas, Carole Coles, Roger Hampson,  Kay Kynaston, Rob Meacham, Andrew Stones. 
2.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  

2.1
Cllr Chris Jones declared a non-pecuniary interest in 4.2 below ↓ because his back garden borders the site. 

3.
MINUTES 141   from Meeting 141 on Thurs 23 Jan'14 were CONFIRMED and signed by the Chairman. 
4.
PLANNING ITEMS  two closely related agenda items regarding a total of 60 New Houses in the village: 

4.1
35 New Houses by Tedsmore Road   13/01221/OUT   Note:  SC granted permission on Tue 11 Feb 2014 

     a.
A Letter from Louise Jones  Hairdresser  showing interest in a retail unit was tabled:  DEFERRED to 142 
     b.
Cllr Steve Haworth expressed his dismay at the decision made by SC North Planning Committee Meeting on Tues 11 Feb'14 because SC Planning Officers had not done mandatory work and their advice was biased and their Solicitor Amanda Garrard had misled the Committee regarding the agricultural quality of the land. 
     c.
Cllr David Curtis expressed his deep concern that the planning process had been flawed and the Chairman of the Planning Committee had seemed biased and predetermined to GRANT this application despite stating that if all his members were to vote on purely moral grounds they would doubtless REFUSE this proposal. However David advised WFPC would need 'uncontestable and compelling reasons' to back any complaint. 

     d.
Cllr Chris Jones in his capacity as a member of the Parish Plan Steering Group asked if WFPC could send a formal letter of complaint to higher authority starting with SC Leader Keith Barrow:  DEFERRED to 142 
     e.
A draft letter from the West Felton Parish Plan Steering Group was tabled and Cllr Steve Haworth Chair of the Parish Plan Steering Group undertook to send a finalised version to the Clerk as soon as possible so that it could be forwarded to all Parish Councillors with a view to endorsement by WFPC:  DEFERRED to 142 
4.2
25 New Houses on Holyhead Road  14/00133/OUT  by The Cross across the road from Dovaston Court: 
Note:
West Felton Parish Council has already STRONGLY OBJECTED to this proposal under Minute 141-4.2: 

14/00133/OUT has yet to be decided by SC North Planning Committee: perhaps on Tues 11 March 2014. 

     a.
The Chairman asked if the Clerk could check if and when this case is going to SC Committee and if the case is going to be determined by SC Officers to ask SC for an extension until after Meeting 142:  all AGREED 
     b.
All WFPC members present at this meeting STRONGLY OBJECTED to the current undemocratic planning rules which central government has imposed upon Shropshire and which totally undermine the government's own "localism concept" and the members condemned the granting of a possible total of sixty new houses in West Felton over such a short time period contrary to the wishes of the vast majority of West Felton people. 

     c.
However the majority feeling of this Extraordinary Meeting seemed to be in favour of waiting until WFPC Routine Meeting 142 before any formal complaint is made to any higher authority.  DEFERRED to 142

     d.
Cllr Steve Haworth will liaise with the Clerk to prepare a draft WFPC letter to SC Planners with yet more reasons for our strong OBJECTION to this plan based on the many definitions of sustainability listed in the National Planning Policy Framework and in particular stating that WFPC asks SC this time to conduct the mandatory soil survey of this agricultural land before SC even considers this proposal:  DEFERRED to 142 
5.
NEXT ROUTINE MEETING 142   at 7.30pm in the Methodist Hall on Thursday 27 February 2014 

6.
MEETING X142 CLOSED    8.45 pm    Duration:  1 hour 15 minutes. 
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