
WEST FELTON PARISH COUNCIL 
(WFPC)




Madame Chair Carole Coles

MEETING 088
Thurs 28th AUGUST 2008
MINUTES 088


PRESENT:  at Routine WFPC Meeting 088 held at 7.45pm in the West Felton METHODIST CHAPEL: 


Parish Cllrs:  Chair Carole Coles,  Ed Nicholas,  Pat Mabe,  Pete Evans,  Kay Kynaston,  Peter Brown,  Chris Lovell.  Plus Ian Hutchinson Parish Clerk.  Plus one parishioner.  Plus two  members of the public. 


OPEN FORUM 

F.1
A parishioner said she was still not satisfied with the outcome of a Freedom of Information Complaint made against the Clerk in Mar 2007 which the Information Commissioners Office (ICO) had closed in Nov 2007. This matter has already been referred back to the ICO and WFPC will formally review any ICO response. 

1.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE   were received and ACCEPTED from:  Roger Hampson,  Chris Jones,  Aggie Caesar-Homden,  Clive Whittingham,   Plus SCC Cllr Dilys Gaskill.  Plus PC Pete Dale.  NOTED 

2.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST   Meeting 088 held on 28 Aug'08  

2.1
Cllr Lovell declared a personal interest in Item 5.1 as he had attended that Magazine Committee Meeting. 

2.2
Cllr Brown declared a personal interest in Item 5.1 as he had attended that Magazine Committee Meeting. 

3.
MINUTES 087 of Previous Meeting 087 held on 24 Jul'08 were CONFIRMED and signed after Cllr Lovell had OBJECTED to various alleged inaccuracies in the Clerk's draft minutes.  WFPC voted to APPROVE the Clerk's draft minutes as they stood providing that "SABC" in Minute 5.2 be amended to read "OBC". 

4.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS   The following two additional planning items below were discussed:   

4.1
PLANNING APPEAL   Heath House  Rednal  J.J. Haydon  08/15534  Replace timber garage and workshop with brick garage and guest annex:  WFPC originally made NO OBJECTION and has nothing more to say. However, the Clerk will check with OBC to ensure we were informed that it was a listed building.  NOTED 

4.2
PLANNING APPEAL  Beech Villa  Holyhead Road  Despite objections from WFPC and refusal from OBC the Planning Inspectorate has granted permission for one of these plans. Cllr Mabe felt it might be helpful to OBC if WFPC were to reiterate its original objections to the Planning Inspectorate.   DEFERRED to 089 

5.
PARISH MATTERS  

5.1
Magazine Committee Request  News Reports to be full unbiased accounts: a meaningful précis of events: 

     a.
WFPC noted the letter from the Magazine Committee and instructed the Clerk to send an appropriate reply. 

     b.
Cllr Lovell presented his Report containing numerous objections to the Clerk's previous News Reports and as regards some of the comments in the Clerk's old News Reports Cllr Lovell alleged "The Clerk is a liar." 

     c.
Cllr Lovell proposed and Cllr Brown seconded:  "That the Parish Clerk be instructed fully to comply with the requirements of Standing Order 30 when submitting extracts of the minutes for local publication, such extracts to be submitted as reports of the Parish Council and not his own and without any further embellishment, explanation or any other comment."  When put to the vote this motion was NOT CARRIED. 

     d.
Cllr Nicholas proposed that Standing Order 30 should be suspended for the time being and the Clerk should continue to use his own discretion and professional judgement when writing his News Reports.   AGREED 

5.2
Refurbish Two Shelters  Painting = £250.  New mesh windows = £2425 or new plastic windows = £3924. 

     a.
It was decided that the Clerk should now make out an order for Chris Orme to paint our two older bus shelters with black hammerite paint at a total cost of £250 for materials and labour.  AGREED unanimously

     b.
It was AGREED that WFPC would review replacement of the windows after the shelters had been painted.  

5.3
Applewood Heights Garages  Response from OBC regarding the various problems reported by residents:  


The Clerk and Cllr Pat Mabe have already reported this public health matter to OBC Environmental Health and the Parish Council supported Cllr Mabe's actions in this matter. The Clerk will email OBC to inform them of WFPC's full support for Cllr Mabe's previous requests for urgent action on this matter.  AGREED 

5.4
Extension of West Felton 30 mph Speed Limits  SCC response:  speed of traffic will now be monitored. 


SCC Traffic Dept is now making a feasibility study of extending the village speed limits.   ONGOING 

6.
OFFICIAL MATTERS  

6.1
Technical Items  Internal Controls:  Bank Balance at 11 Jun'08  =  £14207.29  Verified by Chair  NOTED 
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6.
OFFICIAL MATTERS   continued  

6.2
WFPC Records Management Policy:  retaining and discarding of WFPC papers: the Clerk's Draft-1 was supported providing a few amendments are made such as the retention for at least one year of:  any reports from members, internal memos and emails plus all general correspondence and WFPC planning comments. The Clerk will present his Records-9 Draft-2 to our next Meeting for final approval.  DEFERRED to 089 

7.
PARISH ACCOUNTS   Meeting 088   Date: 28 Aug'08
Year-9 


Cllr Mabe proposed and Cllr Kynaston seconded that these three accounts now be PAID:  AGREED 

7.1
PAY Chq 001  SALC  Cllr Lovell's 3 courses:  staff recruitment, FoI, health+safety = £60.00  APPROVED  

Note:
Cllr Nicholas objected to 7.1 because Cllr Lovell had not had prior WFPC approval but it was noted that Cllr Brown's courses had been paid for without prior approval despite Cllr Lovell's objections at the time. 

7.2
PAY Chq 002  Queensbury  New Queenshead Shelter: installed 4 August 2008  =  £3710.65  APPROVED  

Note:
The Clerk confirmed that SCC had already paid a 100% grant for this cost less VAT into our bank account. 

7.3
PAY Chq 003  John Hicks  Annual Play Area Equipment Safety Inspection  Jul'08  = £60.28  APPROVED 

Note:
It was noted that the play area passed the safety inspection with all areas of risk being identified as LOW. 

8.
EXTERNAL ITEMS    All the following items were duly NOTED: 

8.1
SALC Quality Parish Scheme Briefing  Wed 30 Jul'08:  Details of the revisions:  Cllr Lovell presented his written report from the briefing and he made the point that WFPC is still seeking Quality Status.  PENDING 

c

8.2
Bus Services  Shropshire Link Roadshows:  10am-2pm Wed 24 Sep'08  Smithfield Rd Car Park  Oswestry 

c

8.3
Safer Roads Partnership  Annual Conference  10am  Lord Hill Hotel  Shrewsbury  on Friday 19 Sept'08. 

c

8.4
Draft Shropshire Housing Policy  CD-Rom:  Housing Policy and Allocations: any comments by 3 Oct'08. This item is in the care of Cllr Jones. Although it is now too late for WFPC to comment from this meeting Cllr Pat Mabe advised everyone to keep a close watch on this new housing policy from Shropshire Council. 

c

8.5
SCC Shropshire Bus Fares  Letter of 13 Aug'08 explaining the reasons for proposed increases in bus fares. 

c

8.6
St Oswald+Ruyton Local Joint Committee  Community Fund Report  From our representative Pat Mabe. 


Cllr Mabe gave a full report on: "The financial procedures for bodies applying for Local Joint Committee Grant Monies" and asked if the Clerk could offer a suitable summary to the Parish Magazine.  AGREED 

9.
OTHER ITEMS   may be raised at the Chairman's discretion but they cannot be resolved at this meeting.  

9.1
Other Items from the Clerk  any reports or correspondence received after the distribution of this agenda: 

     a.
The Clerk tabled initial information re SALC Chairmanship Courses which was taken away by Cllr Lovell. 

     b.
The Clerk has requested OBC to replace the missing Oak Farm Lane street name sign as soon as possible. 

     c.
The Temporary Closure of Oak Farm Lane from 22-27 Sep'08 for repairs to the sewer serving the school. 

     d.
Shropshire Waste Events  Drop-in session from 5.00pm in the Oswestry Memorial Hall on Wed 24 Sep'08 

9.2
Other Items from Councillors   any parish reports or ongoing items for the Clerk or for our next agenda:  

     a.
Cllr Mabe apologised for a misunderstanding which had resulted in a cricket strip being mown in the WFPC playing field but which had proved so popular with the children that two members had asked the contractor's operator if he could easily retain this strip for the summer holiday period only and he had said that he could. Most members seemed to feel this idea offered a useful service which should continue for this year at least. 

     b.
The Clerk scrutinised the Playing Field Safety Inspection Book which Cllr Kay Kynaston is now keeping.  

     c.
The Clerk will email our P+W grounds maintenance contractors to ask them to cut the playing field hedges. 

     d.
Cllr Brown reported a faulty light column by the Punch Bowl and a dangerous STOP sign on School Road. The Clerk will forward both these reports to the SCC Traffic Department by email as safety items.  NOTED 

10.
NEXT MEETING 089   to be held Thurs 25 September 2008 at 7.45pm in West Felton Methodist Chapel. 


MEETING 088  CLOSED    at 9.45 pm    Duration:  two hours. 




CHAIRMAN'S SIGNATURE:  _______________________________________________________



Chairman's Signature   Dated: 25 Sep'08 

Ian A. Hutchinson   West Felton Parish Clerk   Tel/Fax:  (01743) 850504   parish.clerk@virgin.net
1491 words  Printed: 18 Sep'08

West Felton Parish Council
Minute Book Seven
Page 088 a

