
WEST FELTON PARISH COUNCIL 
(WFPC)




Madame Chair Carole Coles

MEETING 089
Thurs 25th SEPTEMBER 2008
MINUTES 089


PRESENT:  at Routine WFPC Meeting 089 held at 7.45pm in the West Felton METHODIST CHAPEL: 


Parish Cllrs:  Chair Carole Coles,  Vice Chair Roger Hampson,  Ed Nicholas,  Pat Mabe,  Pete Evans,  Aggie Caesar-Homden,  Clive Whittingham,  Kay Kynaston,  Peter Brown and Chris Jones.    NOTED 


Plus Ian Hutchinson Parish Clerk.  Plus 3 residents.  Plus Mr Hammond Former Parish Plan Chairman. 


THE OPEN FORUM   is not part of this meeting so this Appendix 089 is for interest and information only. 

F.1
Everyone present at this meeting extended condolences to Cllr Chris Lovell for the recent loss of his wife. 

F.2
Cllr Clive Whittingham expressed his gratitude for all the condolences he received on the death of his father and members expressed appreciation for all the work that former Cllr Ron Whittingham did for our parish. 

F.3
Mr Hammond asked about the £492.92 Parish Plan ring-fenced funds held by WFPC: for next Agenda 08O. 

F.4
The Clerk read out a Police Report Email from PC Pete Dale which described two recent incidents of theft. 

1.
APOLOGIES  were received and accepted from Cllr Lovell plus SCC Cllr Dilys Gaskill and PC Pete Dale. 

2.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST   Meeting 089 held on 25 Sep'08 

2.1
OBC Cllrs Pat+Aggie declared dual-hatted interests in planning applications in Section 4 and did not vote. 

3.1
MINUTES 088  of Previous Meeting 088 held on 28 Aug'08 were confirmed and signed after Cllr Brown had claimed that Cllr Lovell had not said "The Clerk is a liar" at the last meeting:  but the Chair confirmed that she had asked the Clerk to minute this remark at the time and it was accurately recorded.   AGREED 

3.2
Cllr Brown said Interests 088-2.1 and 2.2 had not been declared because he and Cllr Lovell had attended a Magazine Committee Meeting but because he and Cllr Lovell are Magazine Committee Members.  NOTED 

4.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS         The Clerk will email WFPC's FULL SUPPORT for Plan 4.2 to OBC: 

4.1
Beech Villa  WFPC will reiterate its objection to this development to the Planning Inspectorate.  AGREED 

4.2
Rebuild Overhead Power Lines  08/15739-43 SP Power Systems: four locations at Tedsmore and Rednall. 

5.
PARISH MATTERS  

5.1
Queenshead 40mph Speed Limit  Residents request prompt action on this long standing road safety issue: the Clerk tabled SCC's reply and he will email the residents to explain SCC's official waiting list.  AGREED 

5.2
Applewood Heights Garages  Residents' public health concerns:  reply from OBC Environmental Health: OBC are taking action to deal with these issues and WFPC will keep a close watch on this area.  AGREED 

     a.
In his next News Report the Clerk will include yet another appeal to dog owners to clean up after their dogs. 

     b.
The Clerk will also include a review of this whole situation on our October Agenda.   DEFERRED to 08O. 

6.
OFFICIAL MATTERS  

6.1
Technical Items  Internal Controls:  Bank Balance at 1 Aug'08  =  £15875.86  Verified by Chair  AGREED 

6.2
Training for all WFPC Members in their roles and responsibilities as recommended by OBC:  The Clerk read out Cllr Lovell's motion in full and it was decided that the Clerk will ask SALC to arrange a course as soon as possible for all our members in this Methodist Hall before one of our WFPC Meetings.  AGREED 

6.3
Amended Risk Policy  Consider any replies received from SALC and/or other experts: The Clerk read out Cllr Lovell's motion in full plus SALC's advice that WFPC can decide to include Part-8 in its Risk Policy-9 but perhaps with less provocative wording.  No other experts have yet been consulted:  see Min 11.1 below. 

6.4
Freedom of Information Complaint  So far the ICO has not responded to Cllr Lovell's Report which the Clerk sent on 16 Jul'08 and neither have OBC nor SALC nor SLCC.  Cllr Pat Mabe felt we should take our Internal Auditor's advice on this issue and refer the complainants directly to the ICO.  DEFERRED to 08O. 

6.5
Amended Records Management Policy  Consider Draft-2 of the Clerk's paper "Records-9"   APPROVED 
Note:
Personal internal emails or personal items may be deleted or destroyed at once at the Clerks own discretion. 

6.6
WFPC's External Audit-8  Apr 2007 to Mar 2008:  No matters have given Mazars LLP cause for concern indicating that our accounts are accurate and our financial procedures are sound and ethical.  APPROVED 
Note:
Audit-8 contradicts Cllr Lovell's reports of irregularities and Cllr Brown's allegation of criminal misconduct. 

6.7
Parish Office Safety Check  The Clerk has checked his own home: it is a safe workplace: see SALC advice. 

     a.
However Cllr Jones advised the Clerk to check his home insurance and to obtain a second opinion.  NOTED 

     b.
Clerk to liase with Cllr Mabe to arrange for a qualified person to conduct a formal safety check.    AGREED 
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7.
PARISH ACCOUNTS   Meeting 089   Date: 25 Sep'08
Year-9 


Cllr Kynaston proposed and Cllr Nicholas seconded that the following five accounts now be PAID:  

7.1
PAY Chq 004  Ian Hutchinson  Clerk's Net Salary-9b  for Jul+Aug+Sep'08  = £947.24  APPROVED 

7.2
PAY Chq 005  Mazars External Auditors  External Audit Fee-8 2007-2008  = £158.62  APPROVED 
7.3
PAY Chq 006  Allianz Insurance plc  Extra Premium-9b for new bus shelter  = £32.10  APPROVED  

7.4
PAY Chq 007  Tedsmore Estate Trustees  Playing Field Rent: Half Year-9a  = £34.00  APPROVED 

7.5
Late Account   PAY Chq 008  Chris Orme  Repainting two bus shelters  =  £250.00  APPROVED  088-5.2a

8.
EXTERNAL ITEMS   The following External Items were all tabled by the Clerk and duly NOTED: 

8.1
Local Joint Committee  Cllr Mabe's Report:  the correct Melverley Meeting date is Thurs 2 October 2008. 

Note:
Grants are available so the Clerk will ask this Methodist Hall if they require a new notice board.   AGREED 

8.2
SALC AGM  to be held at 9.30am  in the Lord Hill Hotel Shrewsbury   Sat 15 Nov'08: DEFERRED to 08O 

8.3
West Mercia Police Authority  Combined Equalities Scheme:  Local Consultation papers:  NOTED 

8.4
NHS  Developing Health and Health Care  10am-3pm Lord Hill Hotel Fri 10 Oct'08:   NOTED 

8.5
WFPC Code of Conduct  Complaints Process changes: complainants apply to OBC, not direct to the SBE.  

9.
OTHER ITEMS   may be raised at the Chairman's discretion but they cannot be resolved at this meeting.  

9.1
Other Items from the Clerk  any reports or correspondence received after the distribution of this agenda: 

     a.
Now that the two bus shelters have been painted something must be done about the windows. It may be possible to simply remove the front and side panels from the Tedsmore Junction shelter and install mesh panels at the rear. The cost of mesh panels for the Punch Bowl shelter is about £700.  DEFERRED to 08O

9.2
Other Items from Councillors   any parish reports or ongoing items for the Clerk or for our next agenda: 

     a.
Cllr Pat Mabe reported that SCC workmen have "vandalised" the trees in the lay-by:  DEFERRED to 08O 

     b.
Cllr Pat Mabe asked the Clerk to check with P & W regarding cutting the hedges inside the Burial Ground.  

     c.
Cllr Hampson asked whether the street lighting on Holyhead Road could be extended:  DEFERRED to 08O 

     d.
Cllr Jones asked if primroses could be planted in the lay-by rather than more daffodils.  DEFERRED to 08O

     e.
Cllr Whittingham asked for an old wooden finger post near the Church to be renewed   DEFERRED to 08O 

     f.
Cllr Whittingham asked if the hedges on the south end of Holyhead Road could be cut.  DEFERRED to 08O

     g.
Cllr Brown said Cllr Lovell had passed the Clerks CiLCA Certificate. Cllr Brown also said that the Clerk's August News Report 088 had not been included in the October Magazine due to lack of space but it would be published in the November issue. Cllr Brown went on to say that the Clerk's News Reports will not be accepted by the Magazine in future because he and Cllr Lovell would be reporting from WFPC Meetings. Cllr Mabe protested that such a decision by two members was unlawful and totally undemocratic.  NOTED 

     h.
Cllr Caesar-Homden asked the Clerk to include the item "WFPC News Reports" on our next Agenda 08O. 

10.
NEXT MEETING 08O   to be held Thurs 23 October 2008 at 7.45pm in West Felton Methodist Chapel. 

11.
CLOSED SESSION  Exempt staffing items:  press+public to be excluded under LGA 1972  Schedule 12A 

11.1
WFPC Risk Policy-9  Adopt Draft-1  including Part-8   without waiting for further advice:   APPROVED 


Copies of "RISK-9" Draft-1 were distributed to all members with this agenda and Part-8 reads as follows:-  

   8.
OTHER RISKS   [HIGH RISK]   Main Evidence of Risk: the files of correspondence from two members. 

     a.
Numerous formal complaints against members over the last few years continue to create damaging internal tensions which could eventually impede the normal functioning of West Felton Parish Council.   HIGH risk. Oswestry Standards Committee has recommended training in roles and responsibilities for all our members. 

     b.
Countless technical objections to our procedures and practices over the last six years have created hours of unpaid overtime and stressful working conditions for our Clerks which could result in costly sick payments plus high Locum Clerk wages, high turnover of Clerks, high wage bills, and costly legal claims.  HIGH risk. 

11.2
Allegation 088-5.1b  This item could not be considered in Cllr Lovell's absence:  see our Standing Order 3. 

     a.
However Cllr Brown had already commented upon this matter earlier in the meeting: see Minute 3.1 above. 

     b.
Cllr Caesar-Homden proposed that this item should be deferred until our next meeting:  DEFERRED to 08O 

11.3
WFPC Draft Minutes  Should Cllr Lovell's Report be sent to SALC for consideration?   From Cllr Lovell 


The Clerk read out Cllr Lovell's motion in full and it was proposed by Cllr Brown:  motion NOT CARRIED. 

11.4
Clerk's Memo-9  To process all Cllr Lovell's input WFPC would need a Deputy Clerk and a Paid Mediator: 


This item could not be considered in Cllr Lovell's absence:  see Standing Order 3  but at the Clerk's request the Chair briefly adjourned the meeting so the Clerk could explain "Memo-9" to members present.  NOTED 


MEETING 089  CLOSED    10.00 pm




CHAIRMAN'S SIGNATURE:  _______________________________________________________



Chairman's Signature   Dated: 23 Oct'08 

Ian A. Hutchinson   West Felton Parish Clerk   Tel/Fax:  (01743) 850504   parish.clerk@virgin.net
1730 words  Printed: 26 Sep'08
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