
WEST FELTON PARISH COUNCIL 
(WFPC)




Madame Chair Carole Coles

MEETING 08D
Thurs 18th DECEMBER 2008
MINUTES 08D


PRESENT:  at Routine WFPC Meeting 08D held at 7.45pm in the West Felton METHODIST CHAPEL: 


Parish Cllrs:  Chair Carole Coles,  Vice Chair Roger Hampson,  Pat Mabe,  Pete Evans,  Kay Kynaston,  Peter Brown,  Chris Lovell.   Plus two West Felton Parishioners.   Plus Safety Officer Margaret Lokier.  


Plus Ian Hutchinson Parish Clerk.  [This was Ian's last Meeting.]  Plus the new Locum Clerk Roger Evans. 


THE OPEN FORUM is not part of this meeting so this Appendix 08D is for interest and information only. 

F.1
A resident said it was shameful that Ian had been bullied out of his job as West Felton Parish Clerk by two of the Members of this West Felton Parish Council "because his stressful working conditions are now so intolerable they are dangerously unhealthy" [see WFPC Minute 08N-6.8c from the Meeting on 27 Nov'08] 

1.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE   were received and ACCEPTED from:  Ed Nicholas,  Chris Jones,  


Aggie Caesar-Homden,  Clive Whittingham.  Plus SCC Cllr Dilys Gaskill.  Plus PC Pete Dale.  NOTED 

2.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST   Meeting 08D held on 18 Dec'08 

2.1
Cllr Lovell declared a personal interest in Item 6.17 Formal Complaints since he is mentioned by name. 

2.2
Cllr Brown declared a personal interest in Agenda Item 5.1 and prejudicial interests in Items 6.3 and 6.9. 

2.3
OBC Cllr Pat Mabe declared a dual-hatted interest in all planning items below and took no part in them. 

3.
MINUTES 08N   of Previous Meeting 08N held on 27 Nov'08 were CONFIRMED and signed as they stood after Cllr Lovell had claimed that the Clerk's Draft Minutes 08N were biased throughout.  NOTED 

4.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS    The Clerk will email our WFPC comments to OBC for these two items: 

4.1
1 Woolston Road  08/15827  Ed Hillidge  3 new extensions side+rear: plus new garage.  NO OBJECTION 

4.2
The Croft  Queenshead  08/15847  Glyn Jones  New agricultural building.    NO OBJECTION 

5.
PARISH MATTERS  

5.1
Cllr Brown's Magazine Reports  Aug+Sept'08: Cllr Mabe stated that Cllr Peter Brown had already written a report in a recent edition of the Parish Magazine in which Peter had said that he would be sending reports from WFPC Meetings despite WFPC's minuted policy that such news reports are the Clerk's duty.  NOTED 

5.2
Annual Parish Meeting 2009  Various proposals from Cllr Brown:  see Letter "Ian.23" dated 27 Nov'08: 


The Clerk read out all Peter's proposals and it was decided to have the APM on a different date to the WFPC Annual Parish Council Meeting and to send out invitations to all parish organisations.  AGREED nem.con. 

5.3
Formal Safety Checks of the trees in the burial ground and the burial ground brick wall: Progress report from the Clerk:  Ian has re-ordered a safety check of the trees in the burial ground for £150 from James Ecclestone and has also asked James to inspect the condition of the burial ground brick wall.  APPROVED 

6.
OFFICIAL MATTERS  

  6.1
Technical Items and Internal Controls:  Bank Balance at 11 Nov'08  =  £17066.75   Verified by the Chair 


The Clerk also tabled a NatWest Account Transaction Note showing his gift of £900 to WFPC on 4 Dec'08. 

  6.2
Clerk's Resignation  WFPC accepted Ian Hutchinson's resignation as Parish Clerk from Wed 31 Dec'08.  

  6.3
Ian's Reason for Leaving  See Ian's Memo-10: copies are available under the Freedom of Information Act. 


This item was not discussed at all at this meeting and no copies of Memo-10 were distributed but Memo-10 claims that Ian only resigned because of the stressful working conditions created by Cllrs Lovell and Brown. 

  6.4
Appointment of New Clerk to start 1 Jan'09 or soon after. Progress report.  Arrangements for interviews: 


This item was not discussed at this meeting to give matters time to settle down.  DEFERRED to Agenda 091

  6.5
Temporary Acting Clerk   Appoint Roger Evans as from Thurs 1 Jan'09 and agree his pay and expenses: 

     a.
Cllr Lovell suggested that Standing Order 24 be suspended for pragmatic reasons and this was APPROVED but Cllr Mabe asked why Cllr Lovell had previously objected to the suspension of WFPC Standing Order 3. 

     b.
The Clerk distributed copies of Roger's Resume to all Members present and it was agreed to appoint Roger 


Evans as the WFPC Locum Clerk with effect from Thursday 1st January 2009.      AGREED unanimously  

Note:
At the end of the meeting Roger Evans agreed to serve as our Locum Clerk for TEN hours a week at a rate 


of £10.068 on SCP 22  =  a gross pay of £436.28 for 43.333 hrs per month before PAYE tax:  See "PAY-10". 

  6.6
Proposed Anti-Bullying Policy  Consider the Society of Local Council Clerks' advice note:  DEFERRED 

  6.7
Cllr Brown's Request for copies of all 4000 WFPC emails to and from the Clerk from 17 May'07 to date: The Clerk's computer is away for repairs and so he has been unable to comply with this request.   NOTED 

  6.8
Cllr Brown's Proposal WFPC to decide now whether or not to repay all the £5207.54 burial ground loan:  


It was decided not to pay off the loan at this time as this would severely deplete our reserves.  AGREED 
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OFFICIAL MATTERS  Continued  

  6.9
Cllr Brown's Letter  "Ian.22"  Threat of a court injunction to prevent publication of the Clerk's Memo-10.  This item was not discussed at all in this open meeting and so Cllr Brown did not leave the room.  NOTED 

6.10
Cllr Lovell's Item-1  Freedom of Information Act 2000 s19:  Adopt the New Model Publication Scheme: The initial scheme produced by the Clerk was deemed to be insufficient so this was DEFERRED to 091. 

6.11
Cllr Lovell's Item-2  Training for all WFPC Members in their roles and responsibilities: see Min 089-6.2: 


The Clerk tabled his email to SALC dated 2 Oct'08 asking for training which has not yet received a reply. The Locum Clerk will be asked to seek a response from SALC as soon as possible.  DEFERRED to 091. 

6.12
Cllr Lovell's Item-3  The Freedom of Information Complaint against the Clerk: The Clerk read out extracts from correspondence from the ICO which clearly state that the ICO considers this case to be closed but Cllr Lovell is still insisting that WFPC must take this complaint through its own complaints procedure.  NOTED 

6.13
Cllr Lovell's Item-4  Appointment of Parish Clerk+RFO:  Review Job Description+Person Specification 


This item was not considered because decisions made earlier in this meeting made this item REDUNDANT. 

6.14
Cllr Lovell's Item-5  Motion asking for Ian to be excluded from the recruitment process: see Email CL 204. 


This item was not considered because decisions made earlier in this meeting made this item REDUNDANT. 

6.15
Cllr Lovell's Item-6  Motion: our Standing Orders should not be reviewed until a new Clerk is appointed:  


This item was not considered because decisions made earlier in this meeting made this item REDUNDANT. 

6.16
Cllr Lovell's Item-7  Approve form of application to be used by candidates for the post: see Email CL 206.


This item was not considered because decisions made earlier in this meeting made this item REDUNDANT. 

6.17
WFPC Formal Complaints: 19 old plus 7 new plus 11 ongoing = total 37 complaints: 17 from Cllr Lovell. 

     a.
Cllr Mabe suggested that ongoing formal complaints must not be discussed in an open meeting:  AGREED 

     b.
The Chair apologised to Cllr Lovell for misunderstanding Cllr Lovell's intentions in this regard.   NOTED 

6.18
Clerk's Leaving Gratuity  Award Ian £900?  Ian had already donated this amount to WFPC on 4 Dec'08: After checking the NatWest note WFPC agreed to pay all this money back to Ian.  AGREED unanimously. 

6.19
Ian's Compensation Claim  Award £1000 for intolerable working conditions leading to early retirement:  This item was not discussed at all in this open meeting for legal reasons.  DEFERRED to Jan Meeting 091. 

6.20
Jobs for the New Clerk  See "Jobs-3"  List of changeover jobs for the new Clerk plus all ongoing old jobs. It was agreed that some of these so-called ongoing old jobs should now be removed from this list.  NOTED 

7.
PARISH ACCOUNTS   Meeting 08D   Date: 18 Dec'08
Year-9 


It was proposed by Cllr Mabe seconded by Cllr Kynaston that except for 7.7 these accounts now be PAID: 

7.1
PAY Chq 014  Ian Hutchinson  Clerk's Net Salary Pay-9c for Oct+Nov+Dec'08  =  £947.24  APPROVED  

7.2
PAY Chq 015  HM Revenue & Customs  PAYE Tax-9 for Year-9 up to Dec'08  =   £236.80  APPROVED  

7.3
PAY Chq 016  Ian Hutchinson  Claim-9:  petrol and phone expenses to Dec'08  =   £150.00  APPROVED  

7.4
PAY Chq 017  SALC  Chairmanship Course Second Session for three delegates  =   £60.00   APPROVED  

7.5
PAY Chq 018  Old Oak Safety  New CO2 Fire Extinguisher for the Parish Office  =  £61.70  APPROVED  

7.6
PAY Chq 019  Ian Hutchinson  Clerk's Leaving Gratuity: funds already donated =  £900.00  APPROVED  

7.7
PAY Chq 020  Ian Hutchinson  Compensation claim for constructive dismissal  =  £1000.00  DEFERRED 

8.
EXTERNAL ITEMS  

8.1
C+LG  Codes of Conduct Consultation: revised Members Code and new Officers Code by Wed 24 Dec'08 


Cllr Lovell distributed copies of the booklets he had obtained from Communities and Local Government. 


In view of the short time frame it was agreed that Cllr Pat Mabe would reply on behalf of WFPC.  AGREED 

8.2
West Mercia Police Consultation  7.00pm  in Shrewsbury Football Stadium  on Wed 14 Jan'09  NOTED 

9.
OTHER ITEMS   may be raised at the Chairman's discretion but they cannot be resolved at this meeting.  

9.1
Other Items from the Clerk  any reports or correspondence received after the distribution of this agenda: Ian handed the Locum Clerk a charities letter, a precept form and an invoice for cleaning the bus shelters.  

9.2
Other Items from Councillors   any parish reports or ongoing items for the Clerk or for our next agenda: 

     a)
Pat Mabe said the footbridge bollard was still broken.  b) Kay Kynaston said the NO DOGS sign had gone. 

     c)
Roger Hampson reported that PC Pete Dale is investigating the problems of parking near the Crossroads. 

     d)
Peter Brown said he has been investigating the possibilities of installing an induction loop in this Hall. 

10.
NEXT MEETING 091   to be held Thurs 22 January 2009 at 7.45pm in West Felton Methodist Chapel. 


MEETING 08D  CLOSED    9.30 pm   Duration:  1 hr 45 mins 




CHAIRMAN'S SIGNATURE:  _______________________________________________________



Chairman's Signature   Dated: 22 Jan'09 

Ian A. Hutchinson   West Felton Parish Clerk   Tel/Fax:  (01743) 850504   parish.clerk@virgin.net
1656  words  Printed: 19 Dec'08
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