
WEST FELTON PARISH COUNCIL 
(WFPC)




Madame Chair Carole Coles

MEETING 08N
Thurs 27th NOVEMBER 2008
MINUTES 08N


PRESENT:  at Routine WFPC Meeting 08N held at 7.45pm in the West Felton METHODIST CHAPEL: 


Parish Cllrs:  Chair Carole Coles,  Vice Chair Roger Hampson,  Ed Nicholas,  Clive Whittingham,  


Peter Brown,  Chris Lovell.  Plus Ian Hutchinson Parish Clerk.  Plus six residents.  NOTED 


THE OPEN FORUM   is not part of this meeting so this Appendix 08N is for interest and information only. 

F.1
Cllr Lovell handed the Clerk a letter from two residents formally requesting that the Freedom of Information Complaint against the Clerk which the ICO had officially closed last year now be investigated in accordance with WFPC's approved Complaints Procedure. This item was not discussed further at this meeting.  NOTED 

F.2
Resident John Ward gave information about his planning application 4.1 below slightly later in the meeting. 

1.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE   were received and ACCEPTED from:  Pat Mabe,  Pete Evans,  Aggie Caesar-Homden,  Chris Jones,  Kay Kynaston.  Plus SCC Cllr Dilys Gaskill.  Plus PC Pete Dale.  NOTED 

2.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST   at Meeting 08N held on 27 Nov'08 were as follows:  

2.1
Magazine Committee Member Cllr Lovell declared a personal interest in Item 6.3:  Magazine Reports. 

2.2
Cllr Brown declared a personal interest in Item 6.2: a request for papers related to Cllr Brown's allegations. 

2.3
Magazine Committee Member Cllr Brown declared a personal interest in Item 6.3:  Magazine Reports. 

2.4
Cllr Brown declared a prejudicial interest in Item 6.6: Advert for New Clerk and left the room for that item. 

2.5
Cllr Brown declared a prejudicial interest in Item 6.9: Cllr Brown's Letter and he left the room for that item. 

2.6
Tenant Farmer Roger Hampson declared a personal item in Plan 4.2 and gave information but did not vote. 

3.
MINUTES 08O   of Previous Meeting 08O held on 23 Oct'08 were CONFIRMED and signed as they stood after Cllr Lovell had objected to some of the wording in Min 08O-6.3: Freedom of Information Complaint. 

4.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS   The Clerk will email WFPC's comments to OBC as follows:  AGREED 


WFPC SUPPORTS Plans 4.1 and 4.2 and 4.3 and 4.5 and WFPC has NO OBJECTION to Plans 4.4 and 4.6. 

4.1
West Lodge  Felton Way  08/15792  John.Ward  Proposed construction of a new one storey garden room. 

4.2
Bldg 8  Rednall Industrial Site A  08/15780  Mostyn-Owen  Change of Use to manager's live+work unit. 

4.3
The Green Shed  Queenshead  08/15798  Shropshire Paddlesport  Repairs and alterations to the shed. 

4.4
Ivy House Farm  West Felton  08/15806  Change of farm bldgs to storage, distribution, preparation uses. 

4.5
St Michael's Hall  West Felton  08/15810   Site to be sold for a house with extension and refurbishment. 

4.6
Police House  Fox Lane  West Felton  08/15817  Barry Yeoman  One new dwelling plus a new access.  

5.
PARISH MATTERS  

5.1
Teens Equipment Grant  The Clerk will liase with OBC Officer Carmen Power and Cllr Pat Mabe and contact Agent Rory Gallier to ask the Tedsmore Estate for a new playing field lease up to 2020.  AGREED 

5.2
Public Meeting 6 Nov'08  WFPC supports the bid for an OBC grant to the schoolhouse project.  AGREED 

5.3
2008 Grasscutting Season  Our contractors P+W have declined to give a full written report about the work they have done but have verbally confirmed that they have completed the full 2008 work schedule.  NOTED 
5.4
Suckley's Tractor Drivers  Residents concerns about their speed and using mobile phones:  The Clerk will write to Suckleys with a copy to SCC to inform them of the continuing concerns from residents.  AGREED 

5.5
Planting of Primroses in the Holyhead Road lay-by:  SCC Officer Shaun Burkey recommends purchasing bulbs from a reputable supplier so the Clerk will liase with Shaun to seek a price from Forestart.  AGREED 

Note:
Shaun also offered to assist the Churchyard Wildlife Project so the Clerk will arrange to meet him on site. 

5.6
Parish Allotments  WFPC will now consult the parish to assess demand for allotments. Four residents have already expressed their keen interest. The Clerk will liase with the Chair to seek suitable land.  AGREED 

5.7
Play Equipment on the playing field: should we provide more for younger children? See also 5.1 above: because until a longer lease is obtained from the Tedsmore Estate we should not install more equipment.  

5.8
Parking at the School  Clerk's request for improvements to "lay-by" near the school:  SCC Officer Steve Oakley has consulted with the school and will now conduct a feasibility study into this proposal.  NOTED 

6.
OFFICIAL MATTERS  

6.1
Technical Items and Internal Controls: Bank Balance at 6 Oct'08 = £18695.98  Verified by Chair.  NOTED 

6.2
Cllr Brown's Allegations  Should WFPC ask Peter for copies of all the related paperwork?    DEFERRED 

6.3
Cllr Brown's Magazine Reports  Aug+Sept'08: What is WFPC's response to Peter's actions?  DEFERRED 

6.4
Advance Notice  Ian will retire on 31 Mar'09 but he will still be available for locum work @ £25 each day:  

Note:
In fact Ian's announcement was superseded at this same meeting:  see Minute 6.8c below: Ian's resignation.  

MINUTES 08N    Continues Over
CHAIRMAN'S INITIALS: _________________

MINUTES 08N    Continued
Thursday 27th NOVEMBER 2008
Page 08N b

OFFICIAL MATTERS   Continued  >>

6.5
New Clerk's Pay  e.g: £10.36 per hour:  a 10 hour week = £5287.20 p.a.  or  a 12 hour week = £6464.64 p.a. 


Cllr Lovell advised that the NJC recommendation for our size of Parish is SCP 15 to SCP 22 not SCP 23 so the Clerk will calculate the correct salary for a TEN hour week for the new Clerk.  AGREED unanimously 

6.6
Advert for a New Clerk see Ian's Draft-1  a) Clerk and Chair to prepare a Draft-2 Advert to be placed with SALC and SLCC and Parish Magazine. Candidates must agree to help WFPC seek Quality Status and must have the CiLCA Certificate or be willing to seek it. The hours will be TEN hours a week on NJC Scale LC1 SCP 15 to 22 at the recommended 1 Apr 2008 rates of pay. All applications must be to the Chair.  AGREED 

     b.
The interviewing and appointing committee for the new Clerk will be the entire Parish Council.  AGREED 

6.7
WFPC Budget-10  for 2009/2010  Proposed Precept-10  =  £16,000 [no increase]  The figures for the Clerk's Salary no longer apply so the Clerk will prepare a Draft-2 to be considered later.  DEFERRED 

6.8
New WFPC Standing Orders   See the Clerk's Draft-1 and Cllr Lovell's report.   DEFERRED indefinitely. 

Note:
This item was unlawfully revisited later in the meeting but nevertheless the following notes are of interest: 

     a.
Cllr Lovell reminded members of Policy 076-7.7 instructing the Clerk to liase with Cllrs Lovell and Brown on this task but Cllr Nicholas suggested that this policy was now unsafe and it must be rescinded.  NOTED 

     b.
The Clerk begged WFPC to rescind Policy 076-7.7 on the grounds that he could not work with the same two Councillors who posed an acknowledged high risk to his health: see WFPC Risk Policy-9 Part-8b.  NOTED 

     c.
However Policy 076-7.7 was not rescinded so the Clerk announced his intention to resign as from 31 Dec'08 because his stressful working conditions are now so intolerable they are dangerously unhealthy.  ONGOING 

6.9
Cllr Brown's Letter to the Parish Office 3 Nov'08:  WFPC considered the following items/motions: 

     a.
In consultation with Cllr Brown WFPC will purchase a new portable hearing aid induction loop.  AGREED 

     b.
Burial Ground Safety:  Clerk to order a tree inspection and safety check of the wall from James Ecclestone. 

Note:
Other items raised in this letter must  now be DEFERRED until a new Clerk is appointed to deal with them. 

7.
PARISH ACCOUNTS   Meeting 08N   Date: 27 Nov'08      NONE were received by20 Nov'08
Year-9 

8.
EXTERNAL ITEMS   the following External Items were duly NOTED:  

8.1
SCC Shropshire Link Launch 29 Nov 2008: two maps with all the latest fixed and flexible bus timetables. 

8.2
C+LG Codes of Conduct Consultation: revised Members Code and new Officers Code by Wed 24 Dec'08 


Cllr Lovell hopes C+LG booklets can be sent to all Cllrs in time for our December Meeting.   DEFERRED 
8.3
SALC Chairmanship Training   Sessions 1 and 2 in Oct and Nov'08:  Cllr Lovell tabled his report which he had distributed to members and the sessions were briefly discussed. The third session has been cancelled. 


The Clerk gave the Chair and Vice Chair copies of the information from SALC Sessions 1 and 2.  NOTED 

8.4
SCC Emergency Planning Briefing  7.00pm  Shirehall  Wed 14 Jan'08: flooding, water supply, epidemics. 

8.5
SALC AGM  at the Lord Hill Hotel  Shrewsbury  Sat 15 Nov'08: The Clerk attended but he gave no report. 

8.6
SCC Village Speed Limits  The proposed Queenshead limit will be considered in the 2009/10 programme: Cllr Hampson reported a request from residents as to where the proposed limit should commence. The Clerk will now liase with Cllr Hampson to send an email to SCC outlining the details of this request.  AGREED 

8.7
SCC Local Transport Plan 2006-2011   Progress Report and Questionnaire:  the Clerk tabled the report. 

8.8
The Independent Policy Commission  Primary School Organisation: Local Hearings 26 Nov'08-14 Jan'09. 

9.
OTHER ITEMS   may be raised at the Chairman's discretion but they cannot be resolved at this meeting.  

9.1
Other Items from the Clerk  any reports or correspondence received after the distribution of this agenda: The Clerk reported that our Safety Officer has just delivered a new fire extinguisher to the Parish Office. 

9.2
Other Items from Councillors  any parish reports or ongoing items for the Clerk or for our next agenda: 

     a.
The Clerk will liase with Cllr Hampson to pursue the provision of a new T-junction sign on the Straight Mile; as well as the problems of cars parking on Holyhead Road to pick up children from the Nursery. 

     b.
Madame Chair reported that the damaged street sign for Oak Farm Lane has now finally been replaced.  

     c.
Cllr Peter Brown claimed that Para 4 of Ian's confidential Memo-10 Ian's Reasons for leaving West Felton which the Clerk had distributed to all WFPC Cllrs with this Agenda 08N was in fact defamatory.  NOTED 

Law:
Agenda Item 08N-9.1a  relating to Memo-10 had been withdrawn on advice from the Monitoring Officer. 

Note:
Cllr Brown tabled a letter dated 27 Nov'08 in which he says: Unless I receive a written assurance from West Felton Parish Council by 23rd December 2008 that there will be no further publication of this memo,  or the publication of any similar document,  I will be applying in Court for an injunction to prevent its publication. 


If I am successful in my application, I shall ask for costs to be awarded against the Parish Council.  NOTED 

10.
NEXT MEETING 08D   to be held Thurs 18 December 2008 at 7.45pm in West Felton Methodist Chapel. 


MEETING 08N CLOSED    9.45pm   Duration: two hours.  




CHAIRMAN'S SIGNATURE:  _______________________________________________________



Chairman's Signature   Dated: 18 Dec'08 

Ian A. Hutchinson   West Felton Parish Clerk   Tel/Fax:  (01743) 850504   parish.clerk@virgin.net
1801 words  Printed: 28 Nov'08
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