
WEST FELTON PARISH COUNCIL 
(WFPC)




Madame Chair Carole Coles

MEETING 08O
Thurs 23rd OCTOBER 2008
MINUTES 08O


PRESENT:  at Routine WFPC Meeting 08O held at 7.45pm in the West Felton METHODIST CHAPEL: 


Parish Cllrs:  Chair Carole Coles,  Vice Chair Roger Hampson,  Ed Nicholas,  Pat Mabe,  Pete Evans,  Aggie Caesar-Homden,  Kay Kynaston,  Peter Brown,  Chris Jones,  Chris Lovell.   NOTED 


Plus Ian Hutchinson Parish Clerk.  Plus  4 residents and Parish Office Safety Inspector Margaret Lokier. 


THE OPEN FORUM  is not part of this meeting so this Appendix 08O is for interest and information only. 

  F.1
David Curtis said he welcomed a new notice board for this Hall providing it didn't obscure the existing one. 

  F.2
Resident Bridget Milne stated that she now intended to contact the Freedom of Information Commissioner directly in view of the lack of progress with the re-opening of her previous FoI complaint against the Clerk. 

  F.3
The Clerk read out a report from PC Dale including a theft of fuel and somebody driving without a licence. 

1.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE   were received and ACCEPTED from:  WFPC Cllr Clive Whittingham.  


Plus SCC Cllr Dilys Gaskill.  Plus PC Pete Dale.  NOTED 

2.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST   Meeting 08O held on 23 Oct'08 

2.1
OBC Cllrs Pat+Aggie declared dual-hatted interests in planning applications in Section 4 and did not vote. 

2.2
Magazine Committee Members Cllrs Lovell+Brown declared personal interests in Item 6.4:  Magazine Item.  

2.3
Cllr Lovell declared a personal and prejudicial interest in Item 6.5: WFPC's opinion of his previous remark. 

3.0
MINUTES 089   of Previous Meeting 089 held on 25 Sep'08 were confirmed and signed as they stood after Minute 9.2g was confirmed to be accurate: see the Clerk's notes and Cllr Caesar-Homden's notes. AGREED 

3.1
Parish Magazine Cllrs Lovell+Brown explained their interests already recorded under 088-2.1 and 088-2.2. 

4.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS  The Clerk will contact OBC to seek some clarification of Item 4.2 below: 

4.1
The Planning Inspectorate's Reply  to WFPC concerns about developments at Beech Villa  was NOTED. 

4.2
West Lodge Felton Way  08/15792  new garden room: plans are unclear so WFPC made NO COMMENT. 

5.
PARISH MATTERS   All brought forward from previous WFPC Meetings earlier this year:-  

5.1
Applewood Heights Garages  Public health concerns: Cllr Pat Mabe reported that good progress has been made but the sewage which has soaked into the soil will take some time to be dispersed naturally.  NOTED 

5.2
Parish Plan Funds  WFPC holds a £492.92 "under-spend" which does not need to be refunded.  ONGOING 
5.3
New Mesh Windows  Cantilever shelter: £700.   Enclosed shelter rear: £700.   All enclosed shelter:  £1725. 


The Clerk will first have the windows cleaned and then he will check on anti-graffiti treatment.   ONGOING
5.4
Holyhead Road Lay-by  a) SCC's recent tree work:  the Clerk has asked SCC to be less "drastic" in future. 

    b)
Proposed planting of primroses:  the Clerk will contact Sean Burkey and seek to take this project forward. 

5.5
Holyhead Road  a) Cutting the hedges at the South end: they have now all been cut on one side of the road. 

    b)
Extend the street lighting at the North end:  the Clerk will ask SCC but they must consult all the neighbours. 

Note:
The Clerk will also remind SCC about the street light promised for Bishop's Close which is not yet installed. 

5.6
Wooden fingerpost sign  near the Church: Woolston-Maesbury-West Felton:  Clerk to ask SCC to renew it. 

Note:
The Clerk will also ask SCC to clean our village gateway sign at the Weirbrook end and check all our signs. 

5.7
New Notice Board  for the Methodist Hall:  grants are available but what does the Hall Committee want:  The Clerk will liase with Committee Member David Curtis to seek to take this project forward.  ONGOING 

6.
OFFICIAL MATTERS  

6.1
Technical Items:  Internal Controls:  Bank Balance at 17 Sep'08  = £12054.93  Verified by Chair  AGREED 

6.2
Quarterly Budgetary Monitoring  Analysis-9b:  actual spending in budget headings:  1 Jul'08 to 30 Sep'08 


All spending is still within budget.  The £552.65 "Shelter" overspend in line 21 is unclaimed VAT.  NOTED 

6.3
Freedom of Information Complaint against the Clerk:   the Information Commissioner's Office (ICO) has already closed this case last year so WFPC will take no further action unless the ICO contacts us again but if any of the five complainants write to WFPC it will be taken through our complaints procedure.  ONGOING
6.4
WFPC News Reports  Intervention by two members:  WFPC has duly appointed its Clerk as its only Press Officer regarding reports to the parish magazine and so no other person is authorized to write official WFPC news reports or WFPC letters on behalf of WFPC or under the  WFPC heading. However: anyone can write their own reports from our meetings and it is entirely up to the Magazine Editor which version is published. Nevertheless WFPC regrets Cllr Brown's unauthorized intervention in this matter which clearly undermines the democratic decision of our Parish Council that the Clerk alone should undertake this duty.  DEFERRED 
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OFFICIAL MATTERS   Continued…

6.5
Cllr Lovell's Remark  at our August Meeting:  "The Clerk is a liar."   See Minutes 088-5.1b and 089-3.1:  

     a.
Cllr Lovell explained that this matter could not be discussed in his absence:  see Standing Order 3.  NOTED 
     b.
Cllr Lovell then went on to question the purpose of this item which he claimed was improper.  DEFERRED 
6.6
Cllr Brown's Letter:  a) Risk Policy  b) Clerk's Time  c) Youth Group  d) Request for an Induction Loop 

    a)
Cllr Brown queried the lack of a risk management schedule in our Risk Policy: referred to Internal Audit-9. 

Note:
Cllr Brown stated that he did not wish to raise Item b) Clerk's Time or Item c) Youth Group at this Meeting. 

    d)
Cllr Brown said he is investigating options for the installation of an induction loop in this hall.  DEFERRED 

6.7
Cllr Brown's Motion:  In view of Risk-9 Part 8b should WFPC now insist the Clerk submits to a medical: Ian has had no illness or absence since he started in Jan'07 so he does not yet require a medical.  AGREED 

6.8
Parish Office Check  Old Oak Safety: Safety Inspector Margaret Lokier reported that the Parish Office was a safe, comfortable and efficient working environment but the Clerk must monitor the cracks in his pathway. 


The Clerk will liase with Margaret to obtain a fire extinguisher for the office costing about £55.  AGREED 

6.9
Cllr Lovell's Email of 15 Oct'08: The Clerk's refusal to provide information is a serious disciplinary issue. 

Note:
This Item had already been deleted at Cllr Lovell's request so it was not discussed at this Meeting.   NOTED 

7.
PARISH ACCOUNTS   Meeting 08O   Date: 23 Oct'08
Year-9 


Cllr Coles proposed and Cllr Kynaston seconded that the following accounts should now all be PAID: 

7.1
PAY Chq 009  NWP Power Systems  street lights maintenance Jul+Aug+Sep'08  = £265.29  APPROVED  

7.2
PAY Chq 010  Information Commissioner  Data Protection Registration Fee-9   =  £35.00  APPROVED  

7.3
PAY Chq 011  P+W Maintenance Ltd   One third of annual cost of grasscutting  = £811.07  APPROVED  

7.4
PAY Chq 012  Old Oak Safety  Safety Inspection of the Parish Office:  8 Oct'08  =   £65.00  APPROVED  

7.5
PAY Chq 013  Scottish Power plc  Street Lights Power from 1 Oct'07 to 1 Oct'08  = £492.87  APPROVED  

8.
EXTERNAL ITEMS     The following items of external correspondence were all tabled and duly NOTED: 

8.1
SALC Questionnaire  on SALC's future in a Unitary Shropshire Council plus courses and Clerk vacancies. 

8.2
SALC AGM  starts  9.30am  Lord Hill Hotel  Shrewsbury  on Sat 15 Nov'08:  The Clerk will try to attend. 

8.3
OBC  Retiring CEO Paul Shevlin  His personal letter to thank the Clerk for supporting the joint meetings. 

8.4
LJAC Local Joint Area Committee   Cllr Mabe's written report from the Melverley Meeting on 2 Oct'08 was noted including the provision of a ShropLink Bus and other parish's bids against the Community Fund. 


Cllr Mabe will make arrangements for West Felton to make a bid from the LJAC community fund.  NOTED 
8.5
Oswestry Area Play Partnership  Cllr Mabe is investigating the progress of our promised Teen Equipment for the West Felton Playing Field and she will bring any matters to the attention of a future WFPC Meeting. 

8.6
Government Plans to change local elections date to Thurs 4 June 2009 in line with the European Elections. 

9.
OTHER ITEMS   may be raised at the Chairman's discretion but they cannot be resolved at this meeting.  

9.1
Other Items from the Clerk  any reports or correspondence received after the distribution of this agenda: 

     a.
OBC Honorary Freeman/Alderman of the Borough:  letter asking for suitable names: none were offered. 

9.2
Other Items from Councillors   any parish reports or ongoing items for the Clerk or for our next agenda:  

     a.
A Verbal Report from OBC Cllr Caesar-Homden regarding Oswestry Borough Council items was NOTED. 

     b.
The Clerk will investigate the Parish Items reported by Cllr Mabe including: broken concrete bollard on the footbridge, cleaning the area by the recycling bins, and a hole in the tarmac at the edge of the pub car park. 

     c.
Cllr Evans reported problems with Suckley tractor drivers speeding and using mobile phones.  DEFERRED 

     d.
Cllr Hampson reported a problem with a car parking at Queenshead/Rednall junction:  referred to PC Dale. 

     e.
Cllr Jones asked the Clerk to obtain a progress report from our grasscutting contractors P+W.   DEFERRED 

10.
NEXT MEETING 08N   to be held Thurs 27 November 2008 at 7.45pm in West Felton Methodist Chapel. 


MEETING 08O  CLOSED   10.15 pm




CHAIRMAN'S SIGNATURE:  _______________________________________________________



Chairman's Signature   Dated: 27 Nov'08 

Ian A. Hutchinson   West Felton Parish Clerk   Tel/Fax:  (01743) 850504   parish.clerk@virgin.net
1613 words  Printed: 24 Oct'08
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