

WEST FELTON PARISH COUNCIL 
(WFPC)




Chairman David Curtis
MEETING 129
Thurs 27th SEPTEMBER 2012
MINUTES 129

PRESENT:  at Routine WFPC Meeting 129 held at 7.30pm in the West Felton METHODIST CHURCH: 

Parish Cllrs:  Vice Chair Chris Jones Presiding,  Roger Hampson,  Ed Nicholas,  Pete Evans,  Kay Kynaston,  Paul Gocher;  Steve Haworth.  Plus SC Cllr Steve Charmley.   Plus CSO Kurt Mabe. 


Plus Sonja Darcy Clerk.  Plus Ian Hutchinson Parish Clerk.  Plus 2 residents.  Plus 1 member of the public.  
1.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE   were received and ACCEPTED from:  Chair David Curtis,  plus Cllrs: Carole Coles,  Peter Brown,  Lionel Lovell.  NOTED 

2.
MINUTES 128   of Meeting 128 held on 23 Aug 2012 were approved and signed.  AGREED unanimously 

3.
DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS   NONE were declared at this Meeting 129.   NOTED 
4.
PUBLIC QUESTIONS,  COMMENTS OR REPRESENTATIONS 
4.1
A neighbour affected by Planning Item 129-11.c iii  Change of Use of land next to 4 Pradoe View read out a statement of her strong objection on the grounds of loss of privacy and encroaching on a green field site. The neighbour also tabled an email from CPRE Oswestry strongly opposing this proposed plan.  ON FILE 
Note:
Planning Item 129-11.c iii was brought forward to this point in the meeting:  see also 129-11.c iii below  ↓
5.
SHROPSHIRE COUNCILLOR AND POLICE REPORT 
5.1a.
Police Report  CSO Kurt Mabe reported that there have been NO incidents of crime whatsoever.  NOTED 
     b.
Traffic Speeding on Holyhead Road:  Cllr Haworth reported on the imminent Highways Agency plan to extend the 30 mph zone 50m further South with gateway signs and 30mph roundels.   DEFERRED to 12O 
     c.
Suckley's tractors are going much more slowly through the village: Clerk to email Suckley's thanking them. 

     d.
Clerk to send an email of thanks to PC Pete Dale for his assistance with a separate traffic issue.  AGREED 
5.2
SC Cllr Steve Charmley reported that new recycling facilities for plastic are now available.  NOTED 
6.
BURIAL GROUND AND WAR MEMORIAL 
6.1a.
Burial Ground  Cllr Kay Kynaston reported that the hedges will be cut next month:  Cllr Chris Jones will remind the contractors. The Clerk will liaise with Chris to contact HA about the rabbits problem.  AGREED 
     b.
Cutting a Leaning Tree Down  A hornbeam has failed the safety test so Cllr Jones has obtained quotes the lowest of which is a £245 quote from Max Newall. Clerk to liaise with Chris to progress this safety work at once with Max Newall unless Cllr Paul Gocher can get Enterprise to do this safety work for free.  AGREED 
     c.
Planting of foxgloves and primroses  Chris reported numerous plants were due to be planted.  NOTED 
6.2
War Memorial  Cllr Pete Evans has contacted the builders to start work within the month so the Clerk will now liaise with Pete and Chris to monitor progress on this project.  ONGOING 
7.
BMX TRACK   Cllr Pete Evans tabled plans and reported on the proposed new BMX track in the top left hand corner of the playing field with estimates of around £10k to £11.5k for a sixty metre stone track with minimum maintenance. The first task would be to check our insurance cover and then email the trustees to seek written consent in principle for a temporary structure. The next steps would be to seek the funding: 

e.g: can the pot of around £10k from Alma Close be used?  and/or is an SC grant available?   Cllr Chris Jones felt that we should involve the users and support the formation of a BMX club.  DEFERRED to 12O 
8.
PARISH PLAN   Cllr Steve Haworth is continuing to progress work for the new plan. He suggested that we should now seek an electronic copy of the old 2005 Parish Plan as a starting point. The Chairman is working on an advert for the Parish Magazine seeking volunteers to help with the new plan.   DEFERRED to 12O
9.
CIL MONIES  Cllr Steve Haworth has discussed this item with SC Planner Jake Berriman and Steve now suggested that any CIL money that WFPC receives can be spent on:    a) Traffic management on Holyhead Road such as an interactive traffic speed sign saying SLOW DOWN.   b) The proposed new BMX track. 

The Clerk was instructed to email the SC planners including Kate Garner and Jake Berriman.  AGREED 
10.
FINANCE REPORT  
     a.
Sonja D'Arcy's Financial Statement for August and September was reviewed and duly NOTED. 
     b.
Outstanding Accounts  It was unanimously AGREED to pay the following account: 

Sonja D'Arcy  monthly salary and expenses reimbursement as per tabled report:  £381.41   APPROVED  
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11.
PLANNING MATTERS  
11a.
Planning Enforcement Case  12/03306/ENF  Hawthorne Cottage  Grimpo Road  West Felton  alleged breach of planning conditions from a neighbour.  Status:  Pending Consideration:   NOTED 
11b.
Shropshire Councils' Decisions on previous applications:  the following two decisions were NOTED 
      i.
Old Hill Cottage  Rednal  12/05269/FUL   demolish cottage:  new house+garage etc:  permission granted. 
     ii
1 Woolston Road  West Felton  1202485/FUL   a new first floor side extension:    permission granted.  
11c.
Applications received for WFPC's consideration:   Clerk to email the following comments to SC planners:  
     i.
1 The Laurels  Queens Head  12/03481/FUL  Mr D Williams  a new two storey extension to side and rear: 

WFPC has NO OBJECTION to the plan as a whole providing that the extension is reduced slightly so that the protruding side of the rear extension is taken back to the building line:  BUT if this modification is not made WFPC would OBJECT on the grounds that this plan is not in keeping with the rest of the building or the character of other buildings in the locality.  AGREED nem con 
    ii.
Tedsmore Stables  Tedsmore  12/03531/FUL  Tedsmore Hall  convert a store to an office+training room: 

WFPC has NO OBJECTION to this application because it is in keeping with the building and the locality. 
   iii.
Land next to 4 Pradoe View  West Felton  12/03272/CoU  Ms S Taylor  change of use of agricultural land to domestic curtilage:  see also the neighbours objection at 4.1 above:   NOTE:  this land is in Ruyton Parish but they passed it on to WFPC since the boundary change will put this into West Felton Parish in May 2013. 

Cllr Steve Haworth reported on his conversations with the applicant and SC Planner Tim Rogers and the complications of possible changes in future planning regulations and the fact that the original house and garden are in West Felton's SAMDev area and the proposed new garden extension will be in Ruyton's SAMDev area were duly NOTED.  Cllrs expressed concerns about potential further building development on this land but such considerations are not relevant planning reasons. SC Cllr Steve Charmley said this will be sent to SC Committee. 

WFPC OBJECTS to this change of use on the grounds that is potentially intrusive to the neighbours by affecting their privacy and it tends to create urban sprawl and involves an intrusion of an urban garden into a green field site.   Note:  Clerk to email this comment urgently to SC Planners tomorrow morning.  AGREED 
12.
CORRESPONDENCE 

   a.
Community Governance  Ruyton XI Towns  see Adrian Dean's Email of 20 Aug'12    NOTED 
   b.
Pylons Corridor  Cefn Coch to Lower Frankton  see Corrie Davis's Email of 21 Aug'12  regarding the public meeting tomorrow:  WFPC Cllrs Chris Jones+Steve Haworth+Paul Gocher may attend.  NOTED 
   c.
SALC Information Bulletin  of 31st August 2012:  see SALC email dated 6 Sep'12.   NOTED 
   d.
Shropshire Housing Alliance  Fourth AGM:  see Kirsten Walton's email dated 6 Sep'12.    NOTED 
13.
LETTER OF COMPLAINT  against two West Felton Parish Councillors: to agree a course of action: 
     a.
A parishioner's letter of complaint dated 14 Sep'12 addressed to the Clerk Sonja D'Arcy was given to the new Parish Clerk Ian Hutchinson and he was instructed to forward it straight on to SC Monitoring Officer Claire Porter. The existence of the letter was duly NOTED but the Chairman declined to read it out and Cllr Nicholas strongly disagreed with the Chair's ruling that the contents of this letter must remain undisclosed. 
     b.
The Clerk suggested that we should write back to the parishioner to acknowledge WFPC's receipt of the letter and explain our actions and a member also said the complainant might wish to inform our local police officers that she has now denied those two WFPC councillors any further access to her property.   NOTED 
Note:
The background to this complaint was also discussed at some length in the closed session below.  NOTED 
14.
EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC  Private Staffing Matter: see Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act:     Press and public were excluded from Item 15 below as publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest because of the personal nature of the business to be transacted:  AGREED 
15.
PARISH CLERK RECRUITMENT      Ian Hutchinson left the Meeting for Item 15.1 below:   NOTED 
15.1a.
Ian Hutchinson is appointed as WFPC's temporary acting Parish Clerk, Proper Officer and Responsible Financial Officer at this WFPC Meeting 129 on Thurs 27 September 2012 under the terms and conditions laid out in Agreement-13 version 8 see Page 129c attached to these Minutes 129.  AGREED unanimously 

     b.
WFPC delegates to Ian all permissible powers and functions and Ian will be permitted to work in his own simple style which may not conform to all our non-mandatory internal rules or current practices.  AGREED 
     c.
Sonja D'Arcy will work as our Consultant under Ian's direction: terms to be decided.  DEFERRED to 12O

15.2
EXTRA ITEM   for discussion ONLY:  The background to the letter of complaint: see 13 above was then discussed in this closed session to inform the Parish Clerk about the history of this whole ongoing situation.  
     a.
Further general discussion of this long standing internal problem then ensued and the Clerk will now liaise with Cllr Steve Haworth to devise possible ways forward based on ideas discussed at this meeting.  NOTED 
     b.
The Clerk will contact the Monitoring Officer for further advice and information about this matter.  NOTED

16.
NEXT MEETING 12O  to be held on Thursday 25 October 2012 at 7.30pm in the Methodist Church Hall. 


MEETING 129  CLOSED    10.00 pm   duration: two and a half hours 




CHAIRMAN'S SIGNATURE:  _______________________________________________________



Chairman's Signature   Dated: 25 Oct 2012 

Ian A. Hutchinson   West Felton Parish Clerk   Tel/Fax:  (01743) 850504   parish.clerk@virgin.net
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