

WEST FELTON PARISH COUNCIL 
(WFPC)




Chairman David Curtis
MEETING 12O
Thurs 25th OCTOBER 2012
MINUTES 12O

PRESENT:  at Routine WFPC Meeting 12O held at 7.30pm in the West Felton METHODIST CHURCH: 

Parish Cllrs:  Chair David Curtis,  Vice Chair Chris Jones,  Carole Coles,  Roger Hampson,  Ed Nicholas,  Pete Evans,  Kay Kynaston,  Peter Brown,  Lionel Lovell,  Steve Haworth.  Plus SC Cllr Steve Charmley.  Plus Ian Hutchinson Parish Clerk.   [NO residents, special guests or members of the public were present.] 
F.
OPEN FORUM 

F.1a
SC Cllr Steve Charmley reported on:  Land next to 4 Pradoe View  for garden:  SC has REFUSED this plan. 
     b.
Pylons Public Meeting  on 28 Sept 2012:  the meeting had been well attended.  Steve's report was NOTED 
1.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE   were received and ACCEPTED from:  Cllr Paul Gocher.   NOTED 

2.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST   Meeting 12O held on 25 Oct 2012: 
2.1a
Residents Hampson+Nicholas declared a non-pecuniary interest in 4.2:  heavy traffic to+from the abattoir. 

     b.
Contrary to the Clerk's advice Cllr Lovell declared an interest in 3.5 pylons and left the room for that item. 

3.
PREVIOUS MEETING 129   held on Thu 27 Sept 2012:  previous minutes and ongoing items as follows: 

3.1
Minutes 129   The Chairman signed the draft minutes of the last meeting as a true and accurate record after the name of our CSO Karl Mabe had been corrected to read:  CSO Kurt Mabe in Min 129-5.1a   AGREED 
3.2
Extension of 30mph zone  by 50m south on Holyhead Road:  Cllr Steve Haworth reported that SC Traffic Officer David Gradwell had said that these new measures should be in place by Christmas 2012.  IN HAND 
3.3
Work on the War Memorial  Progress report from Cllr Pete Evans:  the work has now started.  NOTED 
3.4
Proposed New BMX Track  The Clerk will now check our insurance and write to the trustees.  ONGOING 
3.5
Pylons Threat  WFPC supports MAP+SNAP:  Clerk to email our support to both bodies and then forward all the collective emails he receives in future from both organisations to all the WFPC members.  AGREED 
3.6
SC Big Tree Scheme  Aims:  to get some trees/hedges for the playground, burial ground, and the school:  Cllr Haworth will progress this project: with the headteacher's permission as regards the school.  AGREED 
3.7
Other Ongoing Items  The Clerk will liaise with Sonja D'Arcy to create a list of all our ongoing items and long term jobs pending including:  a) A December Meeting with Suckleys.  b) the proposed new allotments. 

c) Replacing the damaged bus shelter windows.  d) The proposed new Memorial Wall in the Burial Ground. 

4.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS  The Clerk will email WFPC comment 4.2 to SC Planners by 27 Oct 2012: 
4.1
Results of Previous Planning Applications  See "Plans-1" for the Shropshire Council decisions.  NOTED 
4.2*
LATE  Item:  New Abattoir+lairage+site road  10/01784/EIA  at Hordley:  this is not in West Felton parish but the traffic affects us so WFPC would support lowering the road under the bridge to ease these problems. 
5.
PARISH MATTERS 

5.1
Burial Ground  a) the leaning tree is now down:  see 7.7 below;  c) hedge-cutting will commence shortly.  


b) Rabbits problem.  Clerk to liaise with Carole Coles then arrange to meet with H.A. Officers.  ONGOING 
5.2
New Recycling Bins at the Punch Bowl:  new owners Alan+Laura Walsh seek WFPC's support in principle: WFPC first needs details of the locations plus emptying:  Clerk to contact Alan again.  DEFERRED to 12N 

5.3
Updating West Felton Parish Plan   Cllr Steve Haworth has spoken to Shropshire's Community and Rural Development Officers and he will now attend a W.I. Meeting on 6 Nov'12 and report back to 12N.  NOTED 
5.4
Replace the Rotting Gatepost  at the Playing Field entrance:  Cllr Pete Evans will investigate.  AGREED 
5.5
Repairs to Litter Bins   on the field and elsewhere:  the Clerk plus Sonja D'Arcy will proceed.  AGREED 
6.
OFFICIAL MATTERS 

6.1a
Financial Report  Cashbook-13:  Bank Statement 220 at 28 Sep'12 = £14,758.34  Verified by the Meeting.  

     b.
Receipts-13.  c) Payments-13  d) Budget-13  e) Annual Return Audit-12  f) Clerk's Pay-13+Clerk's Bonus.  
Note:
WFPC has passed both the Internal and External Audits for 2011-12: Clerk will display Annual Return-12. 


The Clerk's innovations were all accepted and APPROVED by WFPC but item f) is refused: see 6.2c below. 
6.2a
Clerk's Report  on his executive actions:   a)  Agreement-13  Version-9  was ADOPTED and initialled by the Chair after the deletion of Clause 7 the creation of a new Scrutiny Team  [see page 12Oc]  AGREED ( 
     b.
Cllr Lovell's objection  that Ian's appointment as Clerk was invalid since it contravenes Standing Order 4a was technically correct but it was most unhelpful to WFPC and extremely problematic for the new Clerk so WFPC confirmed that regardless of this irregularity it still wanted Ian to be Clerk to WFPC.  AGREED ( 
     c.
Cllr Lovell's Freedom of Information Requests:  Ian would require a Bonus of £20 a week for such work: 

WFPC will not award Ian an extra £20 a week for dealing with Cllr Lovell's Freedom of Information work so Ian was instructed NOT to undertake any of this work which the Chairman will do instead.  AGREED (
MINUTES 12O    Official Matters Continues Over
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OFFICIAL MATTERS  continued ... 

6.3a
Complaint about two WFPC members:  A parishioner has complained to SC about the behaviour of two WFPC members since she asked WFPC to name the members in question.  SC Solicitor Graham White has decided that a formal investigation is not warranted but he has advised the complainant that WFPC will no doubt provide the information she is still seeking  -  which is the identities of the two WFPC members who lawfully wrote to the External Auditors thus consuming £600 of public money and the name of the member who allegedly treated our former Clerk with such a 'lack of compassion' she felt forced to quit her position. 
     b.
WFPC will tell the complainant that the names of the two Parish Councillors are Cllr Lionel Chris Lovell and Cllr Peter Brown. They have NOT been found to have breached the Code of Conduct but the Solicitor has advised them to refrain in future from such conduct since it had clearly caused the complainant distress. WFPC disapproves of the behaviour of the two members and wishes to disassociate itself from their actions. 
     c.
In response to the parishioner's request for the identity of the WFPC Councillor who had allegedly behaved with such a "lack of compassion" that he had created "intolerable working conditions" for previous WFPC Clerk Sonja D'Arcy forcing her to quit her job WFPC will name Cllr Lionel Chris Lovell.   AGREED (
     d.
The majority of other WFPC members felt that Cllr Lovell owes Sonja D'Arcy an unreserved apology for the distress which he had undoubtedly caused her but Lionel protested that he had never been found to be in breach of any rules of the Code of Conduct or any other parish council laws, rules or regulations.  NOTED 
     e.
Clerk to write to the parishioner in question to officially offer her the information she sought.  AGREED ( 
6.4
Proposed New Scrutiny Team The Clerk's idea for additional checks on his work and actions was rejected as it was felt to be unnecessary so Clause 7 of Agreement-13 vrsn 9 was deleted.   See 6.2a ↑   AGREED (
6.5
Appoint Consultant  Sonja D'Arcy will do 13 weeks @ 9hrs x £10 = £1170 = £390 a month. The Clerk's plan to appoint Sonja as our consultant under the terms of "Sonja-1" [see page 12Od] was APPROVED (
6.6a
WFPC Standing Orders  As a purely temporary measure to enable Ian as temporary acting Clerk to work mainly in his "own simple style" WFPC hereby revokes ALL its non-mandatory standing orders, optional financial procedures and all other discretionary internal rules, regulations and policies, customs and other practices until such time as a new permanent Clerk to the Parish Council may be appointed.  AGREED ( 
     b.
To facilitate the prompt re-establishment of a simpler, clearer set of non-mandatory Standing Orders the Chairman will invite other members and Ian to a friendly informal gathering this November.  AGREED 
7.
PARISH ACCOUNTS   Meeting 12O   Date: 25 Oct 2012      Reserve Account: £20,495.00
Year-13 

7.0
The following accounts were PAID at this meeting: including two LATE pre-approved accounts: AGREED 

BUT Cllr Evans and Cllr Haworth OBJECTED to paying 7.8 because of their lack of satisfaction with the works undertaken against the relevant contract.  NOTED  see also Minute 9.2c in Extra Information below ↓ 
	No
	Chq
	DATED
	Minute
	PAYEE/PAYER                 ITEM DESCRIPTION
	CATEGORY
	£ CREDITS
	£ DEBITS
	BALANCE

	7.1
	239
	25.10.12
	12O-7.1
	P&W  grass cutting maintenance   May-Aug 2012
	GRASS-13a
	
	828.32
	13323.33

	7.2
	240
	25.10.12
	12O-7.2
	Tedsmore Estate  field rental  ½ year to 24.03.13
	RENT-13a 
	
	34.00
	13289.33

	7.3
	241
	25.10.12
	12O-7.3
	Mazars  External Auditor's Fee: External Audit-12
	FEES-12
	
	162.00
	13127.33

	7.4
	242
	25.10.12
	12O-7.4
	Methodist Hall  Room  1+9 mtgs for Jul'12-Mar'13
	ROOM-13d
	
	150.00
	13252.33

	7.5
	243
	25.10.12
	12O-7.5
	Sonja D'Arcy  Clerk's Cheque-13g  =   £617.83
	Salary-13g 
	
	575.28
	12677.05

	"
	"
	"
	"
	+ Sonja's Expenses  car travel+phone to 27 Sep'12 
	Expenses 13g
	
	42.55
	12634.50

	7.6
	244
	25.10.12
	12O-7.6
	Sonja Consultancy Fee  one month: October 2012  
	FEES-13b
	
	390.00
	12244.50

	7.7
	245
	25.10.12
	12O-7.7
	Max Newall  burial ground  -  remove tree   Oct'12
	WORKS-13a
	See 129-6.1b
	*245.00
	11999.50

	7.8
	246
	25.10.12
	12O-7.8
	P&W  maintenance quoted 11.04.12    see Chq 227 
	GRASS-13c
	See:  126-7.2
	*1344.00
	10655.50


8.
EXTERNAL ITEMS  including routine correspondence and other general information. 

8.1
NG Mid Wales Connection  The Clerk tabled SNAP's statement of Sep'12:  see F.1b+3.5 above ↑  NOTED 
Note:
Cllrs Lionel Lovell and Peter Brown left the meeting at this point without apology or explanation.  NOTED 
9.
EXTRA INFORMATION  may be discussed at the Chairman's discretion and NOTED but not resolved. 

9.1
LATE correspondence  Shropshire Archives receipt of WFPC Minute Books 5-8:  May 1984 to Nov 2010. 
9.2
Any other Information  or comments or queries from all Councillors going in turn "around the room" ?? 

     a.
Cllr Carole Coles reported a resident seeking an extra dog bin:  the resident should now write to the Clerk. 
     b.
Cllr Roger Hampson queried using Scottish Power for our streetlights: Clerk will seek SC's power charges. 

     c.
Cllr Pete Evans said the sleepers in the burial ground need improving:    Clerk will discuss this with P&W. 

10.
NEXT MEETING 12N   to be held on Thurs 22 November 2012 at 7.30pm in the Methodist Church Hall  


MEETING 12O  CLOSED    10.05 pm   Duration:  2 hrs 35 mins 



CHAIRMAN'S SIGNATURE:  _______________________________________________________



Chairman's Signature   Dated: 22 Nov 2012 

Key:   * LATE item not on original agenda.    ( except Cllr Lionel Lovell.     ( except Cllr Peter Brown.   ( except Cllrs Lovell+Brown. 

Ian A. Hutchinson   West Felton Parish Clerk   Tel/Fax:  (01743) 850504   parish.clerk@virgin.net
1759 words  Printed: 26 Oct'12 
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