

WEST FELTON PARISH COUNCIL 
(WFPC)




Chairman David Curtis
MEETING 132
Thurs 28th FEBRUARY 2013
MINUTES 132
F.
OPEN FORUM   was held at the start of the meeting from 7.30pm to 8.00pm:   duration half an hour. 
F.1
In view of a query about WFPC Finances in Year 2011-12  the former WFPC Clerk Sonja D'Arcy asked WFPC to now confirm that all her work on these old accounts had all been correct and complete:  See 6.2 ↓

Sonja also returned WFPC's laptop and printer and peripherals as well as the litter picking hoop and tongs. 

F.2
Two parishioners expressed their regrets that Tedsmore Estate would not permit a BMX track on the field. 

The Chair said he and other WFPC members had met informally with the Trustees on Tues 19 Feb 2013 and it had been agreed to await the results of the Parish Plan.  The residents took a copy of the report:  See 3.5 ↓

1.
ATTENDANCE   at WFPC Routine Meeting 132 held at 7.30pm in West Felton Methodist Church Hall: 
1.1
Present  Parish Cllrs:  Chair David Curtis,  Vice Chair Chris Jones,  Carole Coles,  Roger Hampson,  

Ed Nicholas, Pete Evans, Kay Kynaston, Paul Gocher, Steve Haworth.  Plus Ian Hutchinson Parish Clerk. 

Plus  four parishioners including the former WFPC Clerk Sonja D'Arcy who left on 27 Sept 2012.  NOTED 
1.2
Apologies from Lionel Lovell and Steve Charmley were ACCEPTED.  Also Absent Peter Brown  NOTED 
2.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST   at Meeting 132 held on 28 Feb 2013 

2.1
Tedsmore Estate tenant Carole Coles disclosed a pecuniary interest in 3.5: Meeting with Tedsmore Trustees. 
3.
PREVIOUS MEETING 131  held on Thurs 24 Jan 2013:  previous minutes and ongoing items as follows: 

3.1
Minutes 131   The Chair signed the minutes of the last meeting as a true and accurate record:  APPROVED 
3.2
From Cllr Pete Evans  a) Outstanding Business.  b) Internal Emails and Information.  c) Memorial Garden: 

 a+b.
Pete said items  a) and b) were covered by later items in this meeting.  c) A Memorial Wall was discussed: 

     c.
In view of the lack of a specific agreed plan or any costings this item was DEFERRED until after the Parish Elections this May.  Meanwhile the stonemason has advised that crematory plaques like those already in our Crematory Garden can be also used as memorials for ashes or persons who are buried elsewhere.  NOTED 
3.3
From Cllr Steve Haworth  a) WFPC+School Partnership  b) Allotments Progress.  c) Parish Plan Progress. 

     a.
Steve said the plans for a new school would not provide space for all the extra pupils from the new houses in addition to increasing numbers of pupils likely after an excellent OfSTed plus parental choice next year. 
     b.
Steve's allotments negotiations with Mr Millington are now terminated since he has rejected this idea and Ed Nicholas' negotiations with Nigel Whittingham are unresolved for this year but they are still ONGOING. 
     c.
Steve tabled his banner "Plan our Futures Together" and flyers for distribution for Parish Plan Meeting-1 to be held at 7.00 pm at the Village Hall on Monday 11 March 2013 as advertised in the Village Magazine. On behalf of the Parish Council the Chairman thanked Steve for all his work on the Parish Plan.  NOTED 
3.4
Oswestry Area Meeting  Thu 31 Jan'13  Local Place Plans  Concerns had been expressed about the wide range of aspirations for parishes some of which were SC's responsibility under other budgetary provisions. 
3.5
Informal Meeting with Tedsmore Trustees  Methodist Hall  Tue 19 Feb 2013  The Chairman's Report 132c concluding that we must now await the results of our Parish Plan was AGREED by the Tedsmore attendees. 
4.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS  Clerk to email these WFPC comments to SC Planning+Housing Officers: 
4.1
School House  Oak Farm Lane  13/00144  Justin Griffiths  New rear+side ext'n.  Move garage to front side: 


This is a sensible improvement which does not affect any neighbours so WFPC fully SUPPORTS this plan. 

4.2
Store by Bldg 1+2  Rednal Industrial Site A  13/00249/CoU  change use from industrial to indoor skating: The developer's plan showed little detail but it is a useful facility for young people so it was SUPPORTED. 

4.3
Manor House Farm 13/00267 convert 5 barns to form 3 dwellings+garage block and cartsheds to garages: 


Clerk to liaise with the Vice Chairman to phrase a request for a site meeting with the SC case officer and an initial comment that WFPC is minded to SUPPORT this plan providing that an s106 agreement will offer a planning gain of free land for parish allotments at some suitable site in the village.   DEFERRED to 133 
4.4
The Willows  5 existing garages to be demolished then 3 low cost homes built.  Initial WFPC comments: 

     a.
Each home must have two off-street parking spaces so existing parking problems are not made any worse. 
     b.
The existing recycling bins there are very well used so they must be re-sited elsewhere as near as possible. 
     c.
The two tenants in the existing garages must be given either alternative accommodation or compensation. 

4.5
Land by 10 Willows Crescent  Surplus SC land to be sold to Evans for garden: Initial WFPC comments:


WFPC is minded to SUPPORT this sale in principle providing it's for garden use only: never for buildings. 
4.6
LATE PLAN  High House Farm  Sandford  13/00675/HRM  Nigel Whittingham  remove 76m hedgerow: 

In view of the poor state of this hedge WFPC has NO OBJECTION providing that all those trees are kept. 
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5.
PARISH MATTERS 

5.1
Plants by the War Memorial  WFPC support for West Felton Gardening Club:  this is DEFERRED to 133
5.2a
Litter Bins Refurbishment  a)  The Clerk's order to SC for 2 replacement bins for £600 was APPROVED. 

     b.
The Clerk will ask SC to move the bin by the school gates to a site recommended by Cllr Coles.  AGREED 
5.3
Three Bus Shelters Refurbishment  Consider written quote from G.R. Contracting for £1305.00 + VAT: The Clerk was instructed to first find two more quotes including one for metal mesh windows.  AGREED 
5.4
Hanging Baskets  Consider Barncroft quote for supply+fixing e.g: 30 x 14" baskets for £705.00  no VAT: 
     a.
WFPC will support the Gardening Club in principle and financially with a Hanging Baskets Competition. 
     b.
The Clerk will ask SC for permission for WFPC to hang baskets on SC lampposts along Holyhead Road. 

     c.
Before WFPC actually orders any baskets arrangements for watering must already be in place.  ONGOING 
6.
ADMINISTRATION 

6.1
Finance  Cashbook-13 line 65  and Bank Statement 224 at 1 Feb 2013  = £7,863.66  ~ verified by members. 

6.2
WFPC Finances in Year 2011-12   Our former Clerk Sonja D'Arcy seeks a formal statement from WFPC: 
     a.
The Chair confirmed that WFPC had approved all Sonja's accounting work as correct at the time. AGREED 
     b.
The Clerk confirmed that Sonja had passed all relevant minutes, accounts and invoices on to him and that he had taken full responsibility for ensuring that VAT was reclaimed on all Year 2011-12 accounts.  AGREED 
     c.
The Clerk tabled Annual Return 2011-12 proving that Sonja's accounts had passed internal+external audits so WFPC concluded that all Sonja's work on these old accounts had been correct and complete.  AGREED 
6.3
Clerk's Pay+Expenses for this Half Year-13  (1 Oct'12 to 31 Mar'13)  and pay+expenses for next Year-14: 
     a.
In view of possible tax problems Ian withdrew his £100 travel claim for this Half Year-13:  see 7.3 below  ↓ 

     b.
Ian's amended Expenses-14 with reduced travel claims of £100 p.a. based on 45p a mile was APPROVED. 

     c.
In view of the significant amount of clerical assistance he receives from the Chairman and other councillors Ian declined the twelve paid hours previously offered so amended Pay-14 with ten paid hours a week to be frozen indefinitely @ £10 per hour giving Ian a gross annual salary of £5200 was APPROVED unanimously 
     d.
However Policy 12D-6.3 awarding any future WFPC Clerk twelve paid hours remains in place.  AGREED 
7.
ACCOUNTS   Meeting 132   Date: 28 Feb'13     Reserve Account: new balance £20,000.00
Year-13 


The following accounts were PAID from this meeting:        Note:  LATE amendments 7.3   plus 7.7 and 7.8
	Min
	Chq
	DATED
	Minute
	PAYEE/PAYER                 ITEM DESCRIPTION
	CATEGORY
	£ CREDITS
	£ DEBITS
	BALANCE

	7.0
	"L"
	18.02.13
	"In L"
	Ian's Extra to top-up VAT-12 refund  [see chq 265]
	EXTRA-13
	200.00
	
	8163.66

	7.1
	259
	28.02.13
	132-7.1
	Ian Hutchinson  Clerk's net Pay:  Jan+Feb+Mar'13
	PAY-13d
	
	1040.00
	7123.66

	7.2
	260
	28.02.13
	132-7.2
	HMRC  Ian's tax PAYE-13d for Jan+Feb+Mar'13
	PAYE-13d
	
	260.00
	6863.66

	7.3
	261
	28.02.13
	132-7.3
	Ian Hutchinson  ½ yr travel claim  Oct'12-Mar'13 
	½CLAIM-13
	cancelled
	0
	6863.66

	7.4
	262
	28.02.13
	132-7.4
	Ian Hutchinson  ½ yr admin claim  Oct'12-Mar'13
	½ADMIN-13
	
	200.00
	6663.66

	7.5
	263
	28.02.13
	132-7.5
	NWP  Lights contract to 21 Dec'12  [ see Chq 257]
	LIGHTS-13c
	
	270.94
	6392.72

	7.6
	264
	28.02.12
	132-7.6
	SC Tree Survey of Burial Ground+Field  26 Sep'12
	Ground-13d
	
	300.00
	6092.72

	7.7
	265
	28.02.12
	132-7.7
	Stephen Haworth  Parish Plan funds £100+£492.92 
	Project-13a
	
	592.92
	5499.80

	7.8
	266
	28.02.13
	132-7.8
	Ian Hutchinson  WFPC returned Ian's EXTRA "L" 
	OTHER-13
	
	200.00
	5299.80


8.
EXTERNAL ITEMS  including routine correspondence and other general information: 

8.1
National Grid's Reply of 1 Feb'13 to Cllr Jones' key points about the local meeting on 29 Nov'12:  NOTED 
8.2
SAMDev Consultation to 28 Mar'13: see Andy Mortimer's email 1 Feb'13:  Clerk+Vice Chair will respond. 
8.3
SC Planning Training Event  7pm-8.30pm at Shirehall  Tues 5 Mar'13:  Chairman+Vice Chair will attend. 
8.4
SNAP Meeting Notes from Maesbrook Wed 6 Feb'13 and other papers distributed by the Clerk: WFPC will consider giving a grant to Alliance for legal costs to fight the case for the "Red Route".  DEFERRED to 133 
9.
EXTRA INFORMATION  was discussed at the Chairman's discretion and NOTED but not resolved. 

9.1a
Late Correspondence:  NG Update  of 29 Nov 2012 Meeting with West Felton+Whittington Councillors: 


The new 32nd paragraph is disingenuous and National Grid have failed to answer WFPC's direct questions. 
     b.
Police Commissioner Bill Longmore seeks views on local policing plans by 31 Mar'13: DEFERRED to 133
     c.
Ruyton XI Towns letter to Owen Paterson seeks A5 Shotatton Junction improvements: DEFERRED to 133
9.2
Other Parish Reports from Councillors included:  a) SC has now cleaned the road along Oak Farm Lane; 
     b.
No Dogs sign on the field needs replacing;  c) Clerk to ask SC to send the Dog Warden: DEFERRED to 133

     d.
Sandford Road Drains need unblocking;  e) The badgers problem at Haughton Railway Bridge is resolved. 
Note:
The Clerk will now take appropriate executive action to deal with these items or defer them to Meeting 133. 
10.
NEXT MEETING 133   to be held on Thursday 28 Mar 2013 at 7.30pm in the Methodist Church Hall  


MEETING 132  CLOSED    10.25pm    Duration:  2 hrs 55mins:   [Standing Order A1 was suspended.] 



CHAIRMAN'S SIGNATURE:  _______________________________________________________



Chairman's Signature   Dated: 28 March 2013 

Ian A. Hutchinson   West Felton Parish Clerk   Tel/Fax:  (01743) 850504   parish.clerk@virgin.net
1810 words  Printed: 4 Mar 2013 
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