
WEST FELTON PARISH COUNCIL 
(WFPC)




Chairman David Curtis
MEETING 136
Thurs 27th JUNE 2013
MINUTES 136
F.
OPEN FORUM 

F.1
Closure of Baschurch Fire Station  A short presentation by ex-fire officer Baschurch Cllr John Lloyd:  


and his invitation for WFPC to attend a meeting at 7.45pm in Baschurch Village Hall on Tues 9 July 2013. 

John gave various key reasons why Baschurch needs to be retained: discussed by WFPC under 8.3 below ↓ 
  0.1
Presentations from Co-option Candidates  Rob Meacham and Dianne Barnes gave short presentations and then answered questions from the Councillors.  The Chairman then brought Item 11.1 forward to here:

11.1
Co-option of New Parish Councillors  to fill the current three vacancies on West Felton Parish Council: 


There were five candidates: Dianne Barnes, Rob Meacham, Andrew Stones, Pat Mabe, Mel Biggs and so the co-option was done by specialised secret ballot papers over three rounds and then counted by the Clerk:


The most votes were for Dianne Barnes, Rob Meacham, Andrew Stones who were then all duly co-opted. 


The Clerk took away the ballot papers to be placed on file in the Parish Records. APPROVED unanimously 
1.
ATTENDANCE   at WFPC Routine Meeting 136 held at 7.30pm in West Felton Methodist Church Hall: 
1.1
Present  Parish Cllrs:  Chair David Curtis,  Vice Chair Chris Jones,  Carole Coles,  Roger Hampson,  

Kay Kynaston,  Marian Hesketh,  Dianne Barnes,  Rob Meacham.   Plus Ian Hutchinson Parish Clerk.  

Plus two residents:  Mr Lionel Chris Lovell and Mr Peter Brown.   NOTED 
1.2
Apologies from  Steve Haworth,  Ed Nicholas.   ACCEPTED  
2.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST   Meeting 136 held on 27 June 2013  

2.1
Robin's mother Kay Kynaston declared an interest in 5.3 work to improve field access and did not vote on it. 
2.2
Club Chair Dianne Barnes has an interest in 9.2  Gardening Club request for £150  and only reported on it. 
3.
PREVIOUS MEETING 135   held on Thu 9 May'13   the previous minutes were APPROVED as follows: 

3.1
Minutes 135  The Chairman signed the minutes of the last meeting as a true and accurate record:  AGREED
4.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS  The Clerk will email these WFPC comments to SC Planners tomorrow: 
4.1
Ivy Cottage  Rednal  13/01978/FUL  Wood+Wright  single storey rear extension, loggia+paved terrace. 


WFPC SUPPORTS this sensible plan because it will have no adverse effect on neighbours or the location. 

4.2
Long Barn  Woolston Rd  West Felton  13/02078/FUL  Mr A Veale  addition of a new garden room. 


WFPC SUPPORTS this sensible plan because it will have no adverse effect on neighbours or the location. 

4.3
NO LATE Planning Applications  were received at the Parish Office after the distribution of this agenda. 

4.4
Tedsmore Estate's Application for Fifty Houses  See the letters from Owen Paterson and SC Planners:  Clerk to liaise with Cllr Jones to send an email to MP Owen Paterson and SC Planner Matthew Farmer to support a letter of 25 Jun'13 from the other Chris Jones of the Parish Plan Steering Group to confirm that all evidence shows that the vast majority of West Felton residents prefer Open Countryside status.  AGREED 
5.
PARISH MATTERS 

5.1
Dog Control Orders  Play Areas at Whispering Oaks+Playing Field to be No Dogs Zones: SC has not yet replied to our request so the Clerk will send an email reminder to the Dog Warden:  DEFERRED to 137 
5.2
Hanging Baskets Project  Site Meeting with SC Lights Officer Jason Hughes:  The Clerk reported on his site meeting with Jason that morning:  Jason said that most of the lampposts on Holyhead Road from both ends of the village are suitable for hanging baskets so the Clerk will now liaise with Cllr Kay Kynaston to proposed which lampposts to use and how many baskets of what type should be considered.  ONGOING 
5.3
Wheelchair Access  to Playing Field:  a resident's request for better ramping:  The Clerk will ask Robin Kynaston to make minor improvements to both ramps in and out of the field.  APPROVED in principle. 
5.4
Parish Plan Steering Group seek a £105 grant towards a Youth Activity Day:  AGREED in principle. 

The Clerk will await a formal request from the Parish Planners and then arrange for payment.  AGREED 
6.
ADMINISTRATION 

6.1
Finance  Cashbook-14 line 09 & Bank Statement 228 at 3 Jun'13 = £22,566.55*  VERIFIED by members 

Note:
The Internal Auditor has asked for the cashbook pages to be signed at meetings by the verifying members. 
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6.2a
Internal Auditor's Report  see Audit-13 on Annex 136c which is interleaved with these June Minutes 136: 


The only two items which our Internal Auditor Bernard Townson brought to the attention of WFPC were: 

     >
In Para E: WFPC is asked to submit an up to date VAT claim: this was done on 25 Apr 2013: see 134-7.c. 
     >
General:  WFPC is advised to address its high turnover of Clerks: this is being done under 136-6.3 below ↓

Note:
WFPC was pleased to note that: "From my internal audit testing there is no evidence of any irregularities and I would like to thank the Clerk for the excellent way in which the accounts have been prepared."  as it offers evidence to support WFPC's ICO Case 136 below. Internal Audit-13 was ACCEPTED unanimously. 
     b.
Annual Return-13  The figures in Section 1  Accounting Statements are shown on VARY-13  which has been emailed to members and is attached to these minutes as Annex 136d  -  and all boxes in Section 2 the Annual Governance Statement and Section 4 the Annual Internal Audit Report were ticked as YES or N/A so the Chair signed Sections 1+2.  Clerk to send the form to External Auditors.  APPROVED unanimously 

6.3
Requests for WFPC Papers   Freedom of Information Act (FOIA)   Information Commissioner's Office (ICO) 
     a.
WFPC refusal of Chris Lovell's Six Requests:  the Chairman gave a brief history of events and the meeting authorised him to write a covering letter to reply to the ICO's latest letter and attaching the Clerk's document ICO Case 136 with Section H details removed: supporting documents now just Chairman's covering letter. 

If the ICO so wishes the Chairman may send other supporting evidence to the ICO. AGREED unanimously 

     b.
In future WFPC's main outlet for WFPC papers will be the WFPC website.  The Clerk has volunteered to act as the unpaid Website Manager but Carole Warner will be the Website Operator hired @ £15 per hour.


The Clerk will ensure that papers are sent to Carole in a timely manner according to his own usual practices. 
     c.
Display and Distribution of papers:  e.g: Agendas, draft Minutes, accounts and other documents:  owing to time constraints the details were not discussed at this meeting so meanwhile the Clerk was authorised to use his own judgement about this item but normally adhering closely to recent custom and practice.  ONGOING 

     d.
WFPC will seriously consider its Internal Auditor's advice about charging for all paper copies.  ONGOING 
6.4
Cllr Steve Haworth is appointed Deputy Representative to Five Perry Parishes LJC: AGREED unanimously
6.5
WFPC Procedures:  Financial Regulations;  Risk Policy;  Records Management + Publication Scheme: the documents which the Clerk had previously emailed to all members were all APPROVED unanimously.  
7.
ACCOUNTS   Meeting 136   Date: 27 Jun'13      Reserve Account: +£20,000.00
Year-14 


The following accounts were duly PAID at this meeting:   APPROVED unanimously 
	Min
	Chq
	DATED
	Minute
	PAYEE/PAYER                 ITEM DESCRIPTION
	CATEGORY
	£ CREDITS
	£ DEBITS
	BALANCE

	7.a
	D.D
	20.05.13
	136-7.a
	PWLB  ½ yearly repayment of burial ground loan
	PWLB-14a
	
	472.75
	*22566.55

	7.1
	273
	27.06.13
	136-7.1
	Ian Hutchinson  Clerk's net Pay:  Apr+May+Jun'13
	PAY-14a
	
	1040.00
	21526.55

	7.2
	274
	27.06.13
	136-7.2
	HMRC  Ian's tax PAYE-14a for: Apr+May+Jun'13
	PAYE-14a
	
	260.00
	21266.55

	7.3
	275
	27.06.13
	136-7.3
	SALC  Annual Subscription  1 Apr'13 to 31 Mar'14
	SUBS-14a
	
	454.68
	20811.87

	7.4
	276
	27.06.13
	136-7.4
	Broker Network Ltd  Came & Co Insurance Costs
	INSURE-14
	
	1175.50
	19636.37

	7.5
	277
	27.06.13
	136-7.5
	Bernard Townson  Internal Audit-13 for 2012-2013 
	FEES-13
	
	100.00
	19536.37


8.
EXTERNAL ITEMS   routine correspondence and other general information: all these were duly NOTED: 
8.1
Oswestry Area Committee Meeting 25 Jun'13  Code of Conduct+New Councillors: report from attendees. 

8.2
SAMDev Meeting  7.30pm  Whittington Senior Citizens Hall  Tues 2 July'13:  SC Planner Adrian Cooper. 

8.3
Closure of Baschurch Fire Station  see Clerk Anne Howls letter of 9 June'13:   WFPC fully SUPPORTS the anti-closure campaign. The Clerk will try to attend the meeting at Baschurch on 9th July 2013.  NOTED 
9.
EXTRA INFORMATION  was discussed at the Chairman's discretion and NOTED but not resolved: 
9.1
Any Late Correspondence  There were NO important late items of information from the Clerk.  NOTED 

However Ian mentioned the NALC Booklets The Good Councillor's Guide  that he will now try to obtain. 

9.2
Any Other Parish Reports  plus comments and queries from Councillors going in turn around the room: 
    a.
Gardening Club Chair Dianne Barnes requested £150 towards plants for the War Memorial:  DEFERRED 
    b.
Roger Hampson: Recent straight mile bridge improvements. Better broadband at Rednall Industrial Estate. 
    c.
Carole Coles reported deep potholes at the junction at the south exit onto the A5: so Ian will email the H.A. 

    d.
Kay Kynaston reported potholes returned at Queens Head at the straight mile turn: Ian will email SC Roads. 

    e.
Chris Jones reported on new bat boxes and bird boxes installed in the parish from Shropshire Wildlife Trust. 

    f.
Marian Hesketh wants to attend training for new Parish Councillors: Ian will keep her informed of courses. 
10.
NEXT MEETING 137   to be held on Thursday 25 July 2013 at 7.30pm in the Methodist Church Hall  


MEETING 136  CLOSED    10.00 pm    Duration:  two and a half hours. 



CHAIRMAN'S SIGNATURE:  _______________________________________________________



Chairman's Signature   Dated: 25 July 2013 

Ian Hutchinson  West Felton Parish Clerk  Tel: 01743 850504  parish.clerk@virgin.net
1618 words  Draft-1  printed: 28 June 2013 
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