
WEST FELTON PARISH COUNCIL 
(WFPC)




Chairman David Curtis
MEETING 137
Thurs 25th JULY 2013
MINUTES 137
F.
OPEN FORUM 

F.1
SC Cllr Steve Charmley reported on:  SC cutbacks and voluntary redundancies;  the proposed fifty houses plan from Balfours has not yet been decided but it will go to committee and not be delegated to SC Officers; West Felton Primary School is now seeking a replacement School Governor if any Councillor is interested. 
1.
ATTENDANCE   at WFPC Routine Meeting 137 held at 7.30pm in West Felton Methodist Church Hall: 
1.1
Present  Parish Cllrs:  Chair David Curtis,  Vice Chair Chris Jones,  Ed Nicholas,  Carole Coles,  Roger Hampson,  Kay Kynaston,  Steve Haworth,  Marian Hesketh,  Dianne Barnes and Rob Meacham.  NOTED 

Plus SC Cllr Steve Charmley.   Plus Ian Hutchinson Parish Clerk.   Plus two former Councillors.   NOTED
1.2
Apologies were received from Andrew Stones who was away on holiday:  his apology was ACCEPTED. 
2.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST   Meeting 137 held on 25 July 2013 

2.1
Robin's mum Kay Kynaston declared an interest in Extra Item 9.1b and took no part in that item.  NOTED 
3.
PREVIOUS MEETING 136   held on Thu 27 Jun'13   previous minutes and ongoing items as follows: 

3.1
Minutes 136  The Chairman signed the minutes of the last meeting as a true and accurate record:  AGREED 
3.2
Ongoing Items not specified on this Agenda 137: no significant items were raised at this meeting.  NOTED 
4.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS  
4.0
The Clerk's history of planning applications Plans-1 has been placed on the website and the Clerk reported that so far since Oct 2012 there have been NO "mismatches" between WFPC comments and SC decisions. 

4.1
Previous Plan 13/01409  three new houses by 16 The Willows: SC email responses to WFPC conditions: 
     a.
Cllr Steve Haworth read out from emails from SC Planner Mark Perry and it seems SC has made efforts to address the concerns raised by WFPC under May Minute 135-4.1 so NO FURTHER ACTION is required. 
     b.
However the problems with parking still continue in that area so WFPC will now keep a watching brief on this issue which was also raised in general terms in an email from a resident: see 9.2a below  ↓  NOTED 
4.2
LATE Planning Application received at the Parish Office after the distribution of this agenda as follows: Rectory Coach House+Cottage  Mrs Oloyede  13/02815/TPO  remove lower branches of three yew trees: Cllr Steve Haworth had visited the site and he reported that one of the trees would in time intrude upon the road so WFPC made NO COMMENT on this application but left it to the discretion of SC's Tree Officers. 


The Clerk will email this LATE WFPC comment to SC North West Development Control.   APPROVED 
5.
PARISH MATTERS 

5.1
WFPC email supporting Parish Planners' SAMDev letter of 25 Jun'13:  replies from MP or SC Planners: 


Cllr Steve Haworth Chairman of the West Felton Parish Plan Steering Group (WFPPSG) reported that the group is still waiting for a response from MP Owen Paterson but their members had been concerned that it was not always being recognised that the original 2005 West Felton Parish Plan is still relevant for ten to fifteen years that is up to 2015 to 2020. The WFPPSG also thank WFPC for its supportive email.  NOTED 
5.2
Dog Control Orders   Play Areas at Whispering Oaks+Playing Field to be designated as No Dogs Zones: 

WFPC welcomed news that SC has designated the two areas as No Dogs Zones but the Clerk was directed to ask SC Streets Officer Victoria Doran if SC would now install large signs at both these sites.  AGREED 

5.3
Traffic Mirrors  a) Crossroads mirror points wrong way.   b) new mirror at Sutton Turn on straight mile: 

     a.
Members were puzzled as to why the mirror at the crossroads had needed re-positioning more than once. 

     b.
Cllr Roger Hampson reported on his talks with SC Roads Officers and Roger will now pursue these items. 
     c.
WFPC SUPPORTS in principle the provision of a new traffic mirror at Sutton Turn on the straight mile. 

6.
ADMINISTRATION 

6.1
Finance  Cashbook-14 line 09 and Bank Statement 228 at 3 Jun'13 = £22,566.55   VERIFIED by members. 
Note:
As recommended by Internal Auditor Bernard Townson two members now sign each cashbook presented. 
6.2
Gardening Club Request  for a £150 WFPC grant towards War Memorial plants:  APPROVED see 7.1  ↓ 
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6.
ADMINISTRATION  continued…
6.3
Freedom of Information Act 2000  Review of the WFPC Publication Scheme and Schedule of Charges 

as strongly recommended by our Internal Auditor Bernard Townson in his email dated Wed 19 June 2013. 
     a.
The Clerk's discussion paper Scheme-14 as previously circulated to all members was tabled and discussed. 
     b.
The Clerk said WFPC must respond to all requests for papers under the Freedom of Information Act with either the information requested or with a proper reason for refusal, but such work is not included in Ian's paid duties: see Ian Hutchinson's Exempted Six Duties in his July Clerk's Report 137.  AGREED nem con 
     c.
The Clerk reported he had recently removed his WFPC Post Office File from the shop from which anyone had been able to take away free copies of our papers but in three years none had ever been taken.  NOTED 
     d.
The Clerk also advised that from a clerical point of view collecting tiny fees would not really be viable and so he felt that WFPC only ever needed to charge for substantial requests for hundreds of papers.  NOTED 
     e.
Cllr Ed Nicholas fully supported the idea of charging as much as possible for paper copies of WFPC papers and he strongly felt that Scheme-14 as it stood should be adopted straight away at this meeting.  NOTED 
     f.
The Chairman expressed his personal view that nowadays the vast majority of people could easily download any WFPC papers from the WFPC website so it was hard to see why anyone needed paper copies.  NOTED 
     g.
Cllr Chris Jones supported charges in theory but he felt sure from his experiences at Telford Council that it would be unlawful for WFPC to adopt Scheme-14 as it stood so he proposed that the Clerk should now first consult with SC's FOIA Officers to check on the legality of Scheme-14.  AGREED nem con:  ONGOING 

7.
ACCOUNTS   Meeting 137   Date: 25 July'13      Reserve Account: +£20,000.00
Year-14 


The following accounts were PAID at this meeting:      Note: 7.2 was a LATE pre-approved routine account: 
	Min
	Chq
	DATED
	Minute
	PAYEE/PAYER                 ITEM DESCRIPTION
	CATEGORY
	£ CREDITS
	£ DEBITS
	BALANCE

	7.1
	278
	25.07.13
	137-7.1
	West Felton Garden Club  WFPC grant for plants
	s137-14a 
	
	150.00
	19388.89

	7.2
	279
	25.07.13
	137-7.2
	P&W  Grass cutting  1/3 of year:  Jan-Apr 2013 
	GRASS-14a 
	LATE  Item
	828.32
	18560.57


8.
EXTERNAL ITEMS  including routine correspondence and other general information. 

8.1a
West Felton's Section 106 Money  The Clerk has asked SC to transfer the £10,050 for Alma Close and the £10,000 for Pradoe View into WFPC's own reserve bank account as ring fenced funds.  AGREED nem con
     b.
However SC Officer Mark Blount has not yet replied to the Clerk's email Reminder-2.   DEFERRED to 138
9.
EXTRA INFORMATION  was discussed at the Chairman's discretion and NOTED but not resolved: 
9.1
Any Late Correspondence   not on this agenda:  plus any other late items of information from the Clerk: 

     a.
The Clerk tabled his Report-137 New National Salary Scales-14 for Parish Clerks that he had previously circulated to all members but pointed out that they do not apply to his fixed salary of £5200 p.a. which is 20% less than the recommended hours and rates of pay because of Ian's Exempted Six Duties.  NOTED 
     b.
The Clerk reported that he has asked Robin Kynaston to proceed with the work on the ramp this weekend. Ian has already paid Robin £100 for this work so he will ask WFPC for a refund at Meeting 138.  NOTED 
9.2
Any Other Parish Reports  plus comments and queries from Councillors going in turn around the room: 
     a.
Illegal Parking in West Felton  A parishioner is seeking the Parish Council's assistance with this problem so the Clerk will invite SC Officers to a site visit with Ian and Cllr Steve Haworth starting at Steve's home. The Clerk will inform the parishioner about the action being taken and so this item is DEFERRED to 138. 
     b.
Cllr Hampson reported on a very successful Carnival and how well the field had been tidied up at the end. 
     c.
Cllr Kay Kynaston reported that the hedge is obscuring the sign by the bungalows on Tedsmore Road near her home; the Burial Ground main gate has dropped; a hole in one of the graves:  Ian will pursue all these. 

     d.
Our Parish Plan Steering Group Chairman Steve Haworth reported on five successful Parish Plan Meetings and the latest LJC-7 Five Perry Parishes Meeting;  then Steve also asked if the Methodist Hall Committee could consider new curtains to improve the acoustics so Ian will email the Hall Secretary Dorothy Barnes with this request and include it on the next Agenda 138;  Steve also asked about the progress of our WFPC website and he suggested that our Website Operator Carole Warner should be invited to our next meeting so Ian will email her and put it on Agenda 138.  Steve also asked if future WFPC clerking arrangements could be included on Agenda 138 but though three members supported this idea three others were against the idea altogether and four felt that such discussions should be delayed until our November Meeting 13N when our new members have settled in,  so Ian will include this item in a Closed Session on Agenda 13N.  
     e.
Cllr Hampson asked Ian "If another new Clerk is appointed but then promptly leaves the post as so many others have done over the years, would you then come back for a third time?" Ian said: "Yes, I would but only as your temporary acting Parish Clerk with the current protective emergency measures still in place." 

10.
NEXT MEETING 138   to be held on Thursday 22 August 2013 at 7.30pm in the Methodist Church Hall  


MEETING 137  CLOSED    10.20 pm  Duration 2hrs 50 mins: Standing Order A1 was tacitly suspended. 



CHAIRMAN'S SIGNATURE:  _______________________________________________________



Chairman's Signature   Dated: 22 Aug 2013 

Ian Hutchinson  West Felton Parish Clerk  Tel: 01743 850504  parish.clerk@virgin.net
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