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MINUTES 138
F.
OPEN FORUM   for items from our Shropshire Councillor, the police, parishioners and visiting speakers. 

F.1
The Chair asked the one lady parishioner present if she wished to speak but she said she would just listen. However, she spoke several times in the meeting itself which the Chair allowed during tacit adjournments. 
F.2
Consultant Carole Warner offered advice about the WFPC website: plus her offer of Councillor Training: 
     a.
As WFPC Website Operator  Carole stated that all papers which the Clerk had recently sent her had now been inserted into the WFPC website except for Scheme-14 f or which she advised two alterations: see 3.2 ↓ 
     b.
Carole also suggested that our missing 2012+2013 minutes could be put on the site for historical reference. 

     c.
The Clerk thanked Carole for her help and asked her to monitor the site for completeness+legal compliance. 
     d.
Carole outlined her offer of Councillor Training and members showed significant interest:  see 6.2 below ↓
1.
ATTENDANCE   at WFPC Routine Meeting 138 held at 7.30pm in West Felton Methodist Church Hall: 
1.1
Present  Parish Cllrs:  PRESIDING  Vice Chair Chris Jones.  Plus Carole Coles,  Roger Hampson,  

Steve Haworth,  Marian Hesketh,  Dianne Barnes,  Andrew Stones.  Plus Ian Hutchinson Parish Clerk.  Plus Carole Warner WFPC Consultant+Website Operator.     Plus one lady parishioner.     NOTED 
1.2
Apologies from  Chair David Curtis plus Ed Nicholas,  Kay Kynaston,  Rob Meacham.   ACCEPTED 
2.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST   Meeting 138 held on Thurs 22 Aug 2013 

2.1
As regards 4.1 "Proposed 35 New Houses for Tedsmore Estate" Cllrs Coles+Hesketh both stated they were tenants of Tedsmore Estate but the Clerk advised that these are NOT Disclosable Prejudicial Interests nor is there any reasonable cause for anyone to perceive any bias or predetermination of this planning application; nevertheless neither member took any part in the substantive debate of 4.1 nor the voting upon it.  NOTED 
3.
PREVIOUS MEETING 137   held on Thu 25 July 2013  previous minutes and ongoing items as follows: 

3.1a
Minutes 137   The Chair signed the minutes of the July Meeting as a true and accurate record:  AGREED 
     b.
Minutes X138  The Chair signed the minutes of the Extraordinary August Meeting X138  which was held on Thu 8 Aug 2013 as a true and accurate record after the words: and four commercial units were inserted after the words: 35 new houses in both Open Forum Note F.1a and the 2nd line of Minute 4.1  APPROVED
3.2
WFPC Website Overhaul   See pages:  Meeting Notes,  Policies and Procedures,  Financial Information. 
     a.
WFPC FOIA Publication Scheme ref: Scheme-14 version 5 was ratified after the deletion of Paras E3+4: Exclusions to the Scheme  and the insertion of a new Para 3 summarising those exclusions.   APPROVED 


Clerk to amend Scheme-14 and then email it to our Website Operator to be put on the website.  AGREED 
     b.
Review the Clerk's Website Input:   Ian's amendments and additions were all unanimously APPROVED. 

Ian stated that the amended charging policy was now largely FREE as shown in Scheme-14.  APPROVED 

     c.
Cllr Haworth asked if our website was now complete and fully compliant to the law so the Clerk and our Consultant Carole Warner will liaise to ensure the site's completeness and legal compliance.  AGREED 
3.3
WFPC request for Alma Close+Pradoe View s106 of £20,050:  the reply from SC Officer Mark Blount was noted but the Clerk wanted to pursue WFPC's claim by making a request for the money to be sent to WFPC at once under the original s106 terms. Carole Warner offered to email a relevant WFPC minute to the Clerk regarding the original agreement so the Clerk can then pursue this option.  AGREED nem con. 
3.4
Methodist Hall Acoustics  Cllr Steve Haworth's suggestion of new curtains:  the members of the Hall's Committee have considered this idea but rejected it since the Hall curtains are relatively new:  NOTED 
4.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS   For planning histories of previous applications see Plans-1    NOTED 
4.1
Proposed 35 New Houses+Four New Commercial Units       Review of Extraordinary Minute X138-4.1: 
     a.
WFPC Tedsmore Road Objection Vs 2   Cllr Chris Jones+Cllr Steve Haworth read out their own drafts of the report and after one amendment all the other members agreed the Clerk will liaise with Chris and Steve to produce a draft report for members to scan before sending a finalised report to SC Planners.  AGREED 
     b.
In essence the report would reiterate the reasons for WFPC's STRONG OBJECTION to the 35 new houses +four commercial units, and why WFPC remains fully committed to the Open Countryside designation for West Felton Parish unless and until the Parish Plan might reveal a different majority view from parishioners. 

     c.
It was agreed that the finalised report could also be the basis of any future press release.  AGREED nem con 
     d.
The recent email from shopkeeper Tom Norton regarding the four new commercial units was duly NOTED. 
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5.
PARISH MATTERS 

5.1
Burial Ground works:  main gate dropped, sunken grave, rabbits, burnt fence @ £138+vat from P&W:  

The Clerk's executive action in ordering P&W to proceed with these minor repairs was duly APPROVED. 

5.2
Playing Field urgent works:  fence repairs in five places with post+rails:  P&W have quoted @ £347+vat:  


The Clerk's executive action in ordering P&W to proceed with these fence repairs was duly APPROVED.  

5.3
Proposed New Bin at far end of field @ £300 from SC plus £300 per year to empty:  Before any order is made the Clerk was directed to ask P&W if they would empty a new bin into the large bin at the field gate 

as part of their existing litter clearing contract since it would probably reduce that task.  DEFERRED to 139 

5.4
Roads Items and WFPC's Village Walkabout with SC+Police on Mon 12 Aug 2013: see Walkabout 138 

     a.
Balfours' sign  The Clerk's executive action in masking the heading: WFPC Meeting etc was APPROVED. 

The Clerk was instructed to email Balfours politely asking them to remove this sign forthwith.  AGREED 
     b.
Parking issues  PC Pete Dale's very helpful email of 21 Aug'13 was welcomed and supported but members felt that it was now up to Pete himself to send it on to the Parish Magazine: Clerk to email Pete.  AGREED 
     c.
Traffic mirrors    SC Roads say the issue of the constantly turned mirror at the crossroads is now in hand and WFPC's request for a new traffic mirror at Sutton junction on the straight mile is also still ONGOING. 
     d.
Overgrown hedges  SC Officer Steve Oakley has the locations of various overgrown hedges.  ONGOING 
     e.
Dropped kerb  SC Officer Dave Gradwell says that the kerb near the Hall will soon be dropped.  NOTED 
6.
ADMINISTRATION   See Clerk's email containing Report 138 for further information and explanations. 

6.1
Finance  Cashbook-14 line 15 & Bank Statement 230 at 19 July'13  =  £19,538.89  VERIFIED by members. 
6.2
Councillor Training  Consultant Carole Warner can offer sessions @ £80:  see Carole's email of 5 Aug'13: 
     a.
The Clerk was directed to make a firm order for a one and a half hour session entitled:  Induction Course for New Councillors which would also serve as a refresher course for other members to be held at 7.30pm in the Methodist Hall on a Monday in this September:  Clerk to book the Hall and arrange a final date.   AGREED 
6.3
Reduce the Clerk's Paid Hours to NINE hours a week as from 1 Oct 2013: this was at Ian's own request: 


As from Tues 1 Oct 2013 Ian's terms of employment as WFPC temporary acting Clerk will be regulated by Duties-14,  Agreement-14 version 2,  Pay-14 draft 3; all of which are appended to these minutes.  AGREED. 
     a.
Agreement-14 now omits Ian's emergency powers and replaces them with normal powers:  see Duties-14/C. 

     b.
Duties-14/D  now ratifies Ian's Exempted Six Duties:  1) News reports.  2) Website work.  3) PAYE work. 4) Procedural papers.  5) Papers to parishioners.  6) FOIA requests and vexatious complaints.   AGREED 
     c.
Ian is not paid for these tasks so he has no legal obligation to do any of this work but is empowered under Duties-14/D to undertake such tasks entirely at his own discretion but without any extra salary.  AGREED  

     d.
This unique but lawful arrangement now gives Ian total protection from the bureaucratic bullying that our Internal Auditor's Report-13 refers to in relation to the resignation of our previous Parish Clerk.  NOTED 
     e.
Pay-14 draft 3 now specifies NINE paid hours a week  @ £10 per hour  =  £4680 p.a. gross pay.  AGREED 
7.
ACCOUNTS   Meeting 138   Date: 22 Aug 2013      Reserve Account: +£20,000.00
Year-14 


The following account was PAID at this meeting:  AGREED unanimously 
	Min
	Chq
	DATED
	Minute
	PAYEE/PAYER                 ITEM DESCRIPTION
	CATEGORY
	£ CREDITS
	£ DEBITS
	BALANCE

	7.1
	280
	22.08.13
	138-7.1
	Ian Hutchinson  Refund for cash paid for new ramp
	WORKS-14a
	
	100.00
	18460.57


8.
EXTERNAL ITEMS  including routine mail and any other general information from outside the parish. 

8.1
Shropshire Rural Community Council  WFPC will join @ £26 subscription:  Clerk to arrange.  AGREED  

8.2
Baschurch Fire Station Closure  WFPC will send emails to support Baschurch Parish Council.   AGREED 
8.3
Shropshire Council Tree Scheme  2013-14 scheme now open: see SALC email and Cllr Haworth's order: Members supported Steve's prompt initiative and they felt that it was worth paying £20 for 50 extra whips. 

9.
EXTRA INFORMATION  was discussed at the Chair's discretion and was duly NOTED but not resolved. 

9.1
Any Late Correspondence   not on this agenda:  plus any other late items of information from the Clerk: 
     a.
The Clerk tabled Interests-14 that has been put on the website to summarise members' pecuniary interests. 

     b.
The Clerk tabled Powers-14 which summarises most of WFPC's powers, rights, duties and responsibilities. 

9.2
Any Other Parish Reports  plus comments and queries from Councillors going in turn around the room. 
     a.
Roger and Marian mentioned the badgers at Henbarns Bridge:  Ian will email suggestions to SC Roads. 

     b.
Parish Plan Chairman Steve Haworth said the next Parish Plan Meeting will be held on Wed 4 Sep 2013.
10.
NEXT MEETING 139   to be held on Thursday 26 Sept 2013 at 7.30pm in the Methodist Church Hall  


MEETING 138  CLOSED    9.45 pm    Duration:  2 hours and 15 minutes. 



CHAIRMAN'S SIGNATURE:  _______________________________________________________



Chairman's Signature   Dated: 26 Sep 2013 

Ian Hutchinson  West Felton Parish Clerk  Tel: 01743 850504   iahutchinson@btinternet.com 
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