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EXPLANATORY NOTES

1. This inspection was carried through within the requirements and advice of British Standard (BS) EN1176 1998 Parts 1-7 inclusive as well as BS EN 1177  Now fully implemented but not retrospective in effect. Procedures adopted are those incorporated in The Playground Inspection and Maintenance Manual – John Hicks 2nd edition 2005
2. Inspections employ entirely non dismantling  procedures

3.  While the suppliers might prescribe advised ages for use the equipment on site is available to all and access for all ages is limited only by carers discretion, child  size, boldness and abilities. 

4. The standard protocols for equipment accessible to children aged 0-14 were applied in all cases.

5. The equipment inspected does not entirely meet current requirements relating to the marking of equipment,* and so in this respect fails to meet the current standard (BSEN 1176 1.7). No risk arises from this situation which is general throughout the industry.

6. Where concerns relating to safety arise they are highlighted in bold print. In these cases advice or recommendations are offered to reduce identified risk or other problems. 

7. No formal risk assessment has been made but Indications of risk as highlighted are based upon the information and advice incorporated in Assessing Risk on Children’s Playgrounds - Bob Cook & Peter Heseltine  3rd edition -  RoSPA 2002.

8. Opinions offered in relation to access issues are based upon Accessible and Inclusive Playspace – 2nd edition 2005 – John Hicks

9. There is at present a national debate taking place in relation to the toleration of risk in play and the judgement of the Appeal Court – Regina v Porter 2008 – which dismisses some risks as being ‘fanciful’ or ‘hypothetical’ is noted and these degrees of risk as well as ‘the trivial risks of everyday life’ are subsumed within the term ‘Low risk’ which requires no action to be taken.

· The fact that an item fails to fully meet the current standard (BSEN 1176) does not mean that it is unsafe.
· Where concerns relating to safety arise they are highlighted in bold print. In these cases advice or recommendations are offered to reduce identified risk or other problems.
Introductory comments

This play area serves the needs of children aged 7-12 and, if accompanied, some younger children.

Hedges and fences in sound order and sight lines have improved over recent years. Excellent 

The play area is, but not very obviously  in view of the hall, nearby houses and passing local traffic which adds slightly to the risk attaching to children and other vulnerable site users.

The pool/wet area by the seat  remains securely fenced but must be seen as possibly adding to risk overall Low risk
Numbers of new play items added to the site over recent times remain in sound order and are plainly well used.

Post Installation Inspection (PII)  findings as described in an earlier report are again assumed to be to hand for insurance and other liability purposes.
Access

Via a steep short path from a ‘kissing gate’ – a trip point here has been removed.. 
The whole area is fenced and hedged and access to the equipment is over 50metres of close cut grass. There is some surface damage here. Moles.

Signs

Limited and largely relating to dogs 

Seats

Two benches. Advise rubbing down and varnishing Low risk.
Some logs which serve as seats as well as balance beams and as features in an extended adventure trail
Litter bins

The large bin by the MUGA has been vandalised and needs a new cover section. 

Cleanliness

Satisfactory overall.

The equipment

1. Junior swings - Roundaplay
There is minimal chain wear and seat edges show signs of damage. There remains evidence of ‘pulling’ at seat fastening points Monitor. Low risk

Surfacing

Perforated sheet on grass.  Extension of the safety surface to a minimum of two metres was previously recommended but see the earlier notes on grass  as a safety surface 

2. Cradle seat swings
There is minimal chain wear. Monitor. Low risk.

There is slight crack damage to crotch bars. Low risk

There is characteristic fading or the orange coloured surface material and this commonly precedes cracking and rust damage – monitor signs now evident but no worse than on the last visit
Surfacing

Perforated sheet on grass.  Extension of the safety surface to a minimum of two metres might be prudent 

3. Adventure trail  Roundaplay Ten elements
This is potentially an accessible and a user friendly item but there are potential finger traps in chain links. Low risk..

Chain sections on the bridge and log walk ground in normal use. Low risk but it reduces play value considerably
Monitor splits in timber- current industry advice is to ignore all but structure weakening splits and not fill the gaps with outdoor grade Polyfilla etc. since changes in climatic conditions modify condition naturally. There is significant rotting at ground level in several locations , especially the stepping stones and other features at ground level. Strimming is closely associated with this since the action removes that envelope of protected surface and allows water and so rot in.
Also monitor securing points in timber sections. Low risk.

Surfacing 

Grass Low  risk.

4 Spring Toy 1 Bird
This item ‘grounds’ front and rear under moderate load and leans to one side Low/medium risk.

This is potentially a user friendly item but access will prove difficult for some

Surfacing

Grass deeply troughed
5. Spring toy 2 M/cycle
Ground fixing moves under load 

This is potentially a user friendly item but access will prove difficult for some

Surfacing

Grass.  
6. Multi play unit 

The item fails Grip/grasp requirements. Low risk 

There is a clothing entrapment potential (Toggle trap) Low risk

Monitor splits in timber sections, the damaged ply platform sections was replaced  but chute approach section and step remain decayed and  breaking up 
This is potentially a user friendly item but access will prove difficult for some

Surfacing

Perforated sheet on grass.  

7. Bowl form spinner – Sutcliffe Play
Soundly and competently installed and judged fit for purpose.

An accessible and inclusive play item.

Surfacing

Perforated sheet on grass.  

8. Boulders and logs laid out as a trail in ‘Natural Play’ form 

There is no British Standard applicable to this item but see the earlier advisory note 

Soundly and competently installed 

An accessible and inclusive play item.
.

Surfacing

Grass.  

9. Single point tyre swing with climbing bars - Lappsett

Soundly and competently installed and judged fit for purpose.

An accessible and inclusive play item.

Surfacing

Perforated sheet on grass.

10. Runway – generally described as an ‘Aerial flight’ or ‘Zip wire’
The chain cover section on the rider is damaged and should be removed or replaced – additionally the bottom cover of the rider is missing Low risk.

Soundly and competently installed and apart from the deficiency listed earlier and above judged fit for purpose

Surfacing 
Perforated composition sheet material commonly referred to as ‘grass mat’ at a notional 20mm thickness A wear strip rather than a safety surface  - See the earlier report
11. Quad flyer – Sutcliffe

Soundly and competently installed 

An overhead roundabout for the teenage market 

Surfacing
Perforated composition sheet material

12. Muga RPPS
Multi-Use Games Areas (MUGAS) are in varying degrees of sophistication merely games walls providing a mini multi-sport arena for up to eight sports, at relatively low cost. 
In sound order as found

Surfacing

Tarmac

13. Three items of exercise equipment – Wicksteed Skier, surfer and walker.

Not play equipment and so only marginally subject to BS EN 1176 requirements but see the very extensive notes attached to the last report.
All in sound working order as found and in this inspector’s view a very worthwhile and useful addition to community resources were it not for the locationSee the attached brief note – more information is available on my web sites.
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Invoice

To undertaking the annual inspection of play equipment including exercise items and a MUGA and providing a report with recommendations for action  £69 + £47 = £116 – 10% = £104.40  + VAT @ 20%  £20.88

Total = £125. 28

PLEASE MAKE PAYMENT TO JOHN HICKS

Alternatively

John Hicks Ltd

Lloyds Bank plc

Univ of B’ham (306261) branch

Sort code 30-62-61

Account number 64486868
Settlement is requested within thirty days of the date above

West Felton Parish Council

Outdoor exercise equipment – An update and advisory note
Reference to our web sites www.access-audits.co.uk and www.playgroundinspection.co.uk   will update you on the current national debate on accessible play as well as to safety in play areas. Issues and problem that are of immediate concern include the appalling rate of failure noted in timber based play items over recent years as well as the risks recently highlighted by Zurich insurers deriving from the inappropriate location and use of adult exercise equipment, ‘Outdoor Gyms’ , increasingly found in or near children’s playgrounds. The point is made that they are not play items and that significant and permanent injury can be caused in their use.

  Zurich have published a leaflet on this topic and a new British standard has been introduced which largely endorses the warnings already offers. This BS  advice is not retrospective in effect.
