

April 2025 WFWI Report for Parish Council
West Felton WI remains a well-supported organisation with many women from the village itself attending and others from the surrounding hamlets - and even from as far afield as Ellesmere! Our fifty-odd (not fifty odd!) members meet on the second Thursday of the month when we benefit from the facilities offered by the well-run village hall. 
Over the past WI year (which runs from April to the end of March) we have provided a varied programme of speakers, welcoming amongst others a professional singer from Pembrokeshire; a baker based in Overton and a micro-engraver from Birmingham. We are pleased to have acquired a new, larger screen and to have now installed it in the Village Hall to enhance our speakers’ presentations. Outdoor visits on the other hand have included a garden visit and a trip last summer on Oswestry’s railway line. We also have special interest groups who meet regularly such as ‘Felton Stitch’ and our reading group, together with lunchtime and evening get-togethers for a meal at one of our local establishments. Our theatre outings to the Attfield in Oswestry continue to be popular: we have been entertained by their comedies and been gripped by their performance of a sinister thriller. We occasionally attend the events organised by other local WIs such as Trefonen and St Martin’s. We enjoy going further afield too, attending activities organised by our County Federation such as calligraphy workshops in Shrewsbury and a visit to the ballet in Birmingham to name but two.
[bookmark: _GoBack]In addition we supported Oswestry Show with our WI entries and enjoyed taking part in West Felton’s Carnival, with our float in July 2024 certainly being one of Quality…. We were busy in the refreshment tent too serving enthusiastic carnival-goers with delicious cakes donated by members. It was also a pleasure to get into the Christmas spirit with our hosting of the Christmas Fair at the end of last November. We are proud of our community and help to keep it tidy with our occasional litter picks, supporting Keep Britain Tidy, an organisation which of course the British WI was instrumental in instigating back in the 1950s. Another long-established commitment has been to the Derwen College whose fund-raising summer fete we have supported for some fifty years as part of our activities with the Oswestry North group of five WIs. 
We provide a roundup of each month’s activities for ‘Round and About’ to publicise our organisation and encourage others to ‘give the WI a try’. We thank Colleen in particular in her role as editor for her dedication and for her many years of support for West Felton WI. The group is now in its 104th year and we are determined to build on the work of past members to continue to provide opportunities for local ladies to enjoy each other’s company, to use their many skills and learn new ones, and to find fulfilment in the variety of activities we aim to provide.
Rhian England (President)

